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Letters To The Editor 


FROM PENNSYLVANIA 


June 27,,1949. 
Beloved Brethren: 


I am just recovering from an attack of illngss, 
or I would write a long letter of appreciation. Go 
on in the strength of God. Be sure to call the at- 
tention of your people to the terribly dangerous 
things advocated by our recent General Assembly. 
And for the sake of Christ’s cause and covenant, 
keep your Church in its independency. Union with 
ours (alas!) would be a calamity. 


Affectionately, 


FROM FLORIDA 


To the Editor of 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal: 


I have just read through your editorials in the 
June 15 issue of The Journal and was impressed by 
the articles, ‘“‘Breakers Ahead” and “At Princeton 
University.” 

My own Princeton days were back in the first 
three years of this century, when it was Prince- 
ton’s glory that she stood true to the faith. 

Sad times have fallen, however, on the U.S.A. 
Church in which I was brought up and in which I 
spent the first 15 years of my ministry. Particu- 
larly disheartening was my experience while work- 
ing under the Home Mission Board in one of the 
southern mountain fields. In 1916, shortly after my 
introduction to that work the entire home mission 
work in that Presbytery was turned over to a newly 
created Department of Church! and Country Life 
to be an outstanding demonstration of what could 
be done by a program of social service to cure 
human ills. 

A conference was called of all the workers to 
meet at my field, which offered: the advantage of a 
school with a large dormitory, and the head of the 
department outlined his program at the first meet- 
ing with a candor that surprised and shocked most 
of the tield force. 


He had five points to his program, and the first 
four which we were to stress had to do with sani- 


tation, more attractive and painted houses, better 
crops, and marketing. The last point was the evan- 
gelistic work, and he frankly said that he “‘put that 
last because it was the least important.”’ The out- 
standing ill of the mourtain people was their pov- 
erty, and.he said: “If we can lift them out of their 
poverty the question of sin will take care of itself.” 


At another session he took occasion to make the 
most disparaging words about prayer. He said that 
God could not answer prayer and the only benefit 
from prayer was the effect that it had on us. I was 
not ready to swallow that and invited him to the 
manse for a more heari-to-heart talk on that sub- 
ject. There he took the opportunity to ridicule my 
belief in the power of God to answer prayer for 
healing. He had brought with him to the confer- 
ence a nurse who was to emphasize the sanitation 
program and she butted in and told me that it was 
all right in the olden days to pray for sick people, 
but we know now that diseases are caused by 
germs and God could not make a germ disappear 
any more than He could blot out an elephant. 


Needless to say I did not fit into his program 
and was soon asked to resign. I came over into the 
Southern Church and did not keep in touch with 
the results of that type of work, but felt sure the 
responsible heads of the Home Mission Board would 
sooner or later find out what his theology was and 
do away with it. Imagine my surprise, however, to 
hear just recently that there was left of the edu- 
cational work only a junior college, but that one 
was named in honor of this great social benefactor. 
Evidently he was still held in high esteem. 

How terrible it would be if our home mission 
work should be merged into such a pre 


Prayer 


It is natural for children to depend upon 
their father for what they want. If they want a 
pair of shoes, they go and tell him; if they want 
bread, they go and tell him: so should the children 
of God do. Do you want spiritual bread? Go tell 
God of it. Do you want strength of grace? Ask it 
of God. Do you want strength against Satan’s temp- 
tations? Go and tell God of it. When the devil 
tempts you, run home and tell your heavenly 
Father; go pour out your complaints to God; this is 
natural to children—if any wrong them, they go 
and tell their father. —John Bunyan. 
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EDITORIAL 


Shadows Of Things 
To ComeP 


“Presbyterian Life,’ an official publication of 
the U. S. A. Presbyterian Church, gives the follow- 
ing report of an incident which occured at their 
last General Assembly in Buffalo. 


“Highlight of the session was the diseussion 
of the Church’s attitude towards race rela- 
tions. After the Social Education and Action 
report was read, the Reverend W. Howard Lee 
of St. Augustine, Florida, took the Assembly 
floor. He said that the report’s pronounce- 
ment on race relations “entirely ignores social 
conditions in the South” by calling for non- 
segregation in all churches. He contended that 
these practices in the South “are the only feas- 
ible arrangement for the present and are for 
the best interests of the colored people.” He 
added that the statement, if adopted, might do 
“irreparable harm” to the cause of reunion 
with the Presbyterian Church U.S., southern 
branch of the Presbyterian family. 


After these words, other commissioners took 
the floor to defend the Church’s stand on race 
relations and the statement which Mr. Lee 
sought to change. One man said a change in 
the statement would be a “slap in the face”’ 
to the Church in its efforts to attain a non- 
segregated Church and society. Others agreed 
that the Church should maintain the ideal, 
even though it was not completely successful 
in the practical application of its many earlier 
statements on race relations. 


Then Mrs. Sarah Brown, a commissioner 
from Seattle, Washington, walked to the audi- 
torium platform and spoke to the Assembly. 
She said that as far as she was concerned, the 
Presbyterian Church had done more for her 
race ‘than any other church. She added, 
“Thank God that men and women of my race 
can come into an assembly like human 
beings.’”’ The commissioners drowned out her 
next words with a wave of applause. When she 
walked off the platform, every person in the 
giant room stood up and applauded. Elder 
Brown was the first Negro woman commis- 
sioner ever to receive this honor from the 
General Assembly. Mr. Lee’s motion to delete 
the Church’s stand on equal rights was over- 
whelmingly defeatrd.”’ 


We believe the South is solving its racial and inter- 
racial problems gradually and on a wise basis. We 
do not believe many in the North, regardless of 
their desire to do so, are capable of sensing the 
problems involved in the South. 


This incident could well be a shadow of things to 
come should merging with the Northern Church 
eventuate. Such overruling of the feelings and 
judgments of Southern churchmen would surely 
lead to strife and division. 


Wise changes must be wisely made. Christian 
judgment and wisdom must be exercised and local 
conditions must be recognized and taken into con- 
sideration. Riding roughshod over men of different 
Christian judgment is not the Christian way. 

Forewarned is foreamred. —L.N. 


Christ The Alpha And 
The Omega 


Through the ages Christian symbolism, song and 
sermon have represented Christ as the Alpha and 
the Omega, the A and the Z, the beginning and 
the ending. In the front of the sanctuary where I 
worshipped the other morning there were the four 
Greek letters: Chi, Rho, Alpha, Omega. The first 
two are the first letters of the word Christ and the 
other two mean that He is the A and the Z, the be- 
ginning and the ending of all God’s ways and 
works toward men, the author and the finisher of 
our faith. 


This description of Christ is based, at least in 
part, upon the words of the risen Lord recorded in 
Revelation 22:12-13, thus: “‘And behold, I come 
quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be. I am Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first 
and the last.” 


The application of this text to Christ is recog- 
nized by the best current Continental scholarship, 
that is: Kittel, Th.Wb.z.NT.I. 1; Lohmeyer, Hb.z. 
NT. XVI:11,17,22,176; Stauffer, E., D.Th.d.NT. 
1947, pp. 22,176; Barth, K., K.D., I11.2.558; Cull- 
mann, O.,/ Christus und die Zeit, p. 43. That is, 
each of these representative scholars ascribe Rev. 
22:13 to Christ, several of them also ascribe to 
Him other Alpha and Omega passages in Revela- 
tion. 


But in 1948 the Westminster Press published a 
Westminster Edition of the Holy Bible which is 
being sold in Ohio under the popular name of “‘The 
Presbyterian Bible.”’ This Bible denies to Christ 
every text which mentions the Alpha and the 
Omega. Furthermore this Presbyterian Bible has 
been advertised in our Church as well as in the 
U.S.A. Church as being “a thorough explanation of 
what the Church believes about the Bible.” 


Shall our Presbyterian Church in the United 
States follow the witness of the Christian faith and 
piety of the ages and the verdict of the best Euro- 
pean scholarship that Christ is the Alpha and the 
Omega, the first and the last; or shall we change 
our faith and our hymns and our symbolism to ac- 
cord vith the lower Christology which the publica- 
tion board of the U.S.A. Church calls the Church’s 
explanation of the Bible? 


And if we prefer to stand by the obvious mean- 
ing of the words of the Holy Scripture and the 
faith of the ages built thereon, may we not advise 
our U.S.A. brethren that in the interest of closer 
acquaintance they might reconsider the exegesis of 
their Presbyterian Bible or else reword the high 
claims they are making for it as “a thorough ex- 
planation of what the Chureh believes about the 
Bible?”’ —Wm. C. R. 


Is Orthodoxy A Joke? 


A few months ago a ruling elder asked a min- 
ister, whose name he did not disclose, some ques- 
tions relative to another minister. His pulpit was 
vacant, and he had been appointed to serve on the 
Nominating Committee. After several questions, 
the elder inquired: “Is he orthodox?” The reply 
was a laugh. The elder thought that the minister 
had misunderstood his question, so he repeated it. 
The result was the same. Later the elder remarked 
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to this writer: “I am still nonplussed about this 
reaction. Do you suppose he really thinks that the 
matter of orthodoxy is a joke?’’ 


Things have changed. There was a time when 
members of the Church prayed to the good Lord to 
deliver them from all false doctrine and heresy. 
The Church felt that orthodoxy was necessary for 
a pure testimony before the world and that heresy 
was an offence against God. Heresy was looked 
upon with horror. It was dreaded, rebuked and dis- 
ciplined. It was a disgraceful term. This attitude 
toward heresy has a biblical basis. St. Paul, in his 
letter to the Galatians, wrote: “‘The works of the 
flesh are manifest, which are these, adultery, for- 
nication, uncleanness,' lasciviousness, idolatry, 
witchcraft ... heresies ... and such like.”” Then he 
added: ‘“‘They that do such things shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God.”’ St. Peter also regarded this 
group with reproach: “‘There shall be false teachers 
among you, who privily, shall bring in damnable 
heresies.”’ According to the New Testament heresy 
has reference to both ideas and conduct. It in- 
cludes personal and willful obstjnacy. The sin of 
heresy stands bracketed side by side with actions 
springing from cruel and lustful hearts. 


When we come to the Church Fathers, we find 
that orthodoxy consists in maintaining certain 
standards of Church doctrine, and heresy is a de- 
parture from these standards... They considered 
heresy to be a denial of certain aspects of Chris- 
tian truth. St. Augustine conceived of a heretic as 
one who for personal advantage ‘either invents or 
embraces and follows new opinions,’ not in har- 
mony with revelation. 


The ordinary conception of orthodoxy is that it is 
truth as accepted and registered by authority. The 
etymology of the word “orthodoxy” is simple. = 
word “‘orthos” means “‘straight.”’ Orthodoxy theng 
“straight-doxy.”’ In a discussion of this subject 
J. Gresham Machen asked: ‘“‘How do we tell aiaiiies 
a thing is straight or not? The answer is plain. By 
comparing it with a rule or plumb-line. Our rule or 
plumb-line is the Bible. If a thing is orthodox it is 
in accordance with the Bible.” 


Now when this elder inquired if this minister in 
question was “orthodox,” he simply meant: ‘‘Does 
he preach and stand for the things which are in ac- 
cordance with the Bible?” This is no facetious 
matter. It is not a subject for levity. Since the 
eternal destinies of souls are involved in this ques- 
tion, one cannot but wonder whether a minister 
who takes a matter of such grave importance so 
lightly holds a bona fide commission from the King 
of Kings to serve as His ambassador. —J. R. R. 


“Light - More Light” 


The words that Goethe is said to have uttered at 
the time of his death, may be suggestive at this 
present time: “Light - More Light.”’ The idea seems 
to be abroad that opponents of Church Union are 
also opponents to the will of God. Surely no Chris- 
tian, no person, would want to be in that class. One 
may be thought by his friends, and doubtless more 
likely by his enemies, to be wrong; but the motives 
of sincere folk should not be lightly impugned. Let 
none suppose that a person even claiming to be a 
Christian would deliberately and intentionally vio- 
late the will of God. 


The bulk of pro-unicnists seem ta. be, either or 
both, younger in years and experience, 


and less 


zealous of so-called fundamentalism. Youth is an 
enviable asset: Orthodoxy may be most obnoxious. 
It has been said that a liberal is a radical who has 
married; and a conservative is a liberal who has 
six children! Maybe so. But we have no supposition 
that men are pro-unionists because they are tvo 
young to remember what took place in 1861. Nor 
are we inclined to brand a person as a heretic be- 
cause he anxiously prays for what he devoutly 
hopes may take place in 1955. A lack of stress on 
the fundamentals might be charged to familiarity, 
which according to the old adage, breeds contempt. 
The trouble is that there is not enough familiarity 
for that—if one can judge by what he sees and 
hears, as regards more folk than just the younger 
generation. Here is a point: We do not know our 
Bibles as we should, nor are we sufficiently intelli- 
gent regarding the distinctive doctrines of Cal- 
vinism, the system which we accept as ministers. 


Drive a peg here. We have talked with more than 
one minister who contessed ignorance as regards 
some of the present fundamental issues in our own 
Church. Very generally speaking now, it may be 
not untrue to the facts to state that there are those 
who do not know enough to distinguish between 
heresy and orthodoxy. Also pious sentiment, if not 
sentimentalism, coaxes them. Economic reasons, 
and the lure of drift, lead on. All liberals are 
broadminded and tolerant; and since Christianity 
should be so disposed, they argue, doctrinal differ- 
ences should be suppressed, and procedural! diver- 
gences should be dismissed: therefore union. 


It is said that, about a famous preacher, Long- 


fellow wrote: 


He studied still with deep research 
To build a universal Church, 

Lofty as the love of God, 

And ample as the need of man. 


But what is the purpose of union—union, as ac- 
cording to thé commands of the Lord, and in the 
light of the Jogic of Scripture? Is it for bigger 
numbers? Is ‘it to gain greater prestige? Does it 
contemplate greater governmental influence? Is the 
united front the objective? Do men hope thus to 
impress the world? By this do we hope to build the 
Kingdom of God? Pro-unionists should be very 
clear in their aims and in their ultimates. If the 
surmise be correct that the purpose of unionism in 
general is to propagate the one and only Gospel, 
to bring lost folk to the sole Saviour, to honor the 
Lord of all, then in such light, one can hardly re- 
fuse to admit that the Lord’s demands, the teach- 
ings of the Bible, the institution of the Church, 
may combine into arguments looking in the oppo- 
site direction from that of union with some people. 
John 17 has been woefully wrested in such connec- 
tion. It is the Lutheran and not the Reformed the- 
ology which is based on what the Bible does not 
forbid! 


There should be, there should certainly be, an 
unbiased but untrimmed collection of all of the 
data which can be dug up, and of all of the argu- 
ments which can be formed, to be presented to the 
membership of our whole Church, individually, so 
that every literate member may be able in an in- 
telligent, and so far as possible, impartial manner, 
to come to clear conclusion in the whole subject. 
From a pro-unionist has come the remark, quite 
appropriate, that exploration and acquaintance and 
discovery, may reveal such facts and such situa- 
tions as would preclude union. It may ‘seem pre- 
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posterous to some, but there may be facts brought 
before us which will present insurmountable ob- 
stacles to a union at this present time, and under 
the conditions that now obtain. As a poser: Sup- 
pose the majority of our membership should be 
anti-union—would that have any effect on the 
matter? 


There is reason to believe that some do nvdt 
want the facts known. Impression has been given, 
however limited, that Presbyterians are being 
shielded from facing facts. Even the impression, 
to say nothing about the reality of such a situa- 
tion, is far from being a healthy state of affairs. 
But what is being remarked is that it is just pos- 
sible that in the light of full factual data, it may 
turn out to be not the will of God for the Southern 
Presbyterian Church to lose its autonomy. That 
will is often if not best known by intelligent ex- 
pression from informed and godly people. Should 
we not then be certain that pew as well as pulpit 
is fully informed as to what is involved here, as 
illuminated by all that can be discovered of factual 
nature? Unto this, exploring is the quite proper 
procedure. Let us welcome more light. —R.F.G. 


Revival Or Else 


Culture is no substitute for Christianity. Educa- 
tion, without Christ, adds to a nation’s problems. 


Recent developments in America have brought 
into focus the appalling spiritual deficiency in our 
universit? life. Men and women holding degrees 
from some of our oldest seats of learning are 
shown utterly lacking in any sense of spiritual or 
moral responsibility. 


It will be offered in rebuttal that these are but 
exceptions to the type of men and women being 
graduated from these schools, but, as one studies 
the situation one is convinced that, at best, culture 
and social graces are regarded as the acme in per- 
sonality, not the spiritual and moral fiber which 
comes alone in Christian character. 


“The New York Times,” Sunday, June 19, 1949, 
had a two-column article, “Education In Review,”’ 
and after stating the importance of the teacher as 
to what they should teach to meet “international 
tensions” offered four suggestions. 


The four suggestions all deal with what we 
should teach concerning practices of totalitarianism 
and.Communism. Here is one brief paragraph: 


(3) The schools should continue vigorously 
their programs for giving young citizens a clear 
understanding of the principles of the American 
way of life and a desire to apply these principles 
in their own lives and in the activities of their 
country.” 


In our judgment “The New York Times” is one 
of the very best newspapers in the United States; 
and yet, here we see the same superficial and pagan 
outlook which characterizes so much thinking and 
teaching today. 


The ‘“‘American way of life” is basically due to 
the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 
Word of God. Our freedoms and our material 
blessings stem primarily from the fact that our 
nation was founded by men who believed God and 
His Word. 


Now a new generation arises which takes these 


blessings as something itinerant in America herself. 
This is a great denial of God and His goodness to 
us, and unless we, as a people, repent, judgment 
will surely fall. 


There is one outstanding characteristic of mod- 
ern education, pride; pride in man, his achieve- 
ments and his possibilities. The fear of the Lord is 
forgotten and those who believe in Him and His 
Son are tolerated at best. | 


To all who will consider the handwriting is 
surely on the wall. To America there must come a 
spiritual awakening, a revival of faith in the Son 
= God and a turning to Him in confession and 
of sin. 


The Church of Jesus Christ has this message 
and it must preach it. With the eternal destiny of 
men’s souls as the stake how can those of us who 
know Him do less than preach the one and only 
solution to individual and national problems? 


To this end let us pray as we have never prayed 
before for a mighty revival to cleanse our own 
hearts and to sweep our nation. 


“If my people, which are called by my name, 
shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will 
| hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.”’ II Chron. 7:14. —L.N.B. 


“The Road To Statism” 


Under the above title the “Charlotte Observer” 
recently carried the following editorial: 


“The whole American public should harken 
to the warning sounded by James F. Byrnes in 
his address to the graduating class of Wash- 
ington and Lee University that this country 
is traveling down the road to statism. 


He was not exaggerating when he said that, 
“if some of the new programs seriously pro- 
posed should be adopted, there is danger that 
the individual, whether farmer, worker, manu- 
facturer, lawyer, or doctor—will soon be an 
economic slave pulling an oar in the galley of 
the state.” 


The danger is in the psychology of the 
people. Little by little they have been grant- 
ing more and more authority to the Federal 
government, its bureaus, and its department 
heads, until it is taking to itself subtly and 
almost imperceptibly, powers that the Con- 
stitution never intended that it should have. 


The people by their votes are electing rep- 
resentatives who in turn vote these powers to 
the Federal government in order to get more 
Federal money for their districts. The Federal 
money, then, is being held out as bait to the 
people to persuade them to give up their 
liberties for material gain. 


The original purpose of our government was 
to protect our liberties. Its present purpose, 
if the planners have their way, will be to sup- 
port all of us from the cradle to the grave. 
These planners look upon the government, not 
as a piotection for the citizens’ rights, but as 
an instrument for a planned economy. 


Every time we give more of those powers to 
the Federal government we give away some of 
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our liberties, and let us not fool ourselves 


that we don’t. 
Social security is costing us the rghit 


manage our own property—that is our wages. 
The Brannan plan will regiment the farmer. 
The proposed economic expansion act will put 
the government into competition with private 
business and will surround business with all 
kinds of controls. 


It is worth repeating that a turn to socialism 
or communism in any country has been pre- 
ceded by the establishment of a strong central 
government. 


It is worth repeating that few of the great 
democracies that have fallen in the past have 
been conquered by an external foe, but have 
voted their own liberties away, little by little. 


We are, indeed, as Mr. Byrnes said, on the 
road to a welfare state, because we have been 
sold a bill of goods by planners who are per- 
verting the purpose of our constitutional 
government.” 


Planners of the “abundant life’’ for every man are 
overlooking the most important factor in the heart 
of man, — yar one, and because of this do 
violence himself. 


By the “abundant life” is envisioned a life of 
security; security in economic outlook, security for 
physical care, security from danger of war, etc. etc. 


Surely such a plan is desirable? Surely such 
plans are Christian? 


Let us consider this just for a moment. Admit- 
ting that the Church and society as a whole have an 
obligation to care for the unfortunate, the indigent, 
the afflicted and those who are the victims of 
disaster, does it have the same obligation to every 
man? 

God has placed in the hearts of men an urge to 
work, to engage in activities which offer the re- 
ward of food, clothing and a place in which to live. 
This is an individual responsibility which, when ac- 
cepted and acted upon has brought not only the 
reward of living and providing but also that inner 
spiritual satisfaction of having done a job. 


Paul states this responsibility when he writes,— 
“But if any provide not for his own, and specially 
for those of his own house, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an infidel.’’ I Tim. 5:8. 


But now the advocates of a planned state 
economy — and they are many and politically 
popular — step in and take this responsibility from 
the individual and invest it in the state. In doing 
this irreperable damage is done to the individual. 


The writer is not speakin& from theory. For 
twenty-five years we shared in the work of one of 
the world’s largest mission hospitals. We learned 
by experience that anything you do for an indivi- 
dual free of charge, which he could do for himself, 
you have hurt him just that much. 


In addition, for the past nine years we have 
practiced in a Southern city where a considerable 
‘amount of welfare work is necessary and where 
there are also located two government hospitals. 


Again and again we see the numbing effect of 
free work. Again and again we see patients who 
secure assistance they might provide in some 


measure themselves. As we have observed their 
subsequent attitude we find a change in outlook 
which is startling. Having once received help they, 
with few exceptions, expect and demand similar 
help for all future contingencies. Self dependence 
is gone and welfare-dependence takes its place. 
Sense of personal responsibility is replaced by an 
insistance on state-responsibility. 


We admit the necessity for adequate care for 
the needy and it has been our privilege to repeated- 
ly help provide this care. But, making such help the 
universal obligation of the state to all who ask for 
it is an entirely different thing. 


We must also recognize that the complexities of 
our modern social structure make necessary states- 
man-like provision for those unfortunates who are 
the victims of this order. This though is a far cry 
from the planned economy and social order being 
increasingly advocated. 


The place of government is an enacter and 
arbiter of law. The duty of government is to see 
that all men have, as far as possible, equal op- 
portunities and to protect them in their develop- 
ment of these opportunities. When, on the other 
hand, government steps in to play the game and 
interferes with the players, instead of being the 
referee to insure fair play, we have a new and 
dangerous departure from freedom. 


Much is said about “human rights.” Let us never 
forget that human rights include the protection of 
the individual from governmental tyrrany on the 
one hand and governmental possessiveness on the 
other. In both cases violation of personal freedoms 
can result in spiritual poverty. It is the spiritual 
effect on the nation as a whole, of an overly 
paternalistic government, with which we are con- 
cerned. 


We believe our Lord, in one simple statement, 
has given the only way to economic security,— 
“But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His 
righteousness; and all these things (food, clothing, 
a place to live) shall be added unto you.” 


To bring men to seek Him above all else is the 
task of the Christian and of the Church. In that 
direction, and that only. lies the road - — 


“Exploring Avenues Of 
Acquaintance And 
Co-operation” 


Our General Assembly has decided that the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, in considering the 
possibility of uniting with the Northern Presby- 
terian Church, should now “explore avenues of 
acquaintance and co-operation” with reference to 
that denomination. 


In reaching this decision, our General Assembly 
has followed the advice which was contained in the 
majority report of our denomination’s Committee 
on Co-operation and Union. This majority report 
listed a large number of avenues which might be 
explored in order to learn more about the Northern 
Presbyterian Church. 


However, there is one broad and well-lighted 
avenue of acquaintance which the Committee on 
Co-operation and Union very pointedly failed even 
to mention—and that avenue is the study of some 
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of the events which have taken place in the 
Northern Presbyterian Church during the past 
twenty-five years. 


It may be that some of the members of the 
Committee on Co-operation and Union would like 
very much for the Southern Presbyterian Church 
to forget completely those events. , 


But a very careful study of some of the things 
which have transpired in the Northern Presbyterian 
Church in recent years will reveal, as nothing else 
could reveal, the deplorably unsound doctrinal 
condition now prevailing in that denomination. And 
a careful review of these events will show clearly 
the rank Modernism which has existed in recent 
years among many of those who-hold high places 
in that church. 

Many Bible-believing Southern Presbyterians wil! 
be utterly amazed at some of the events which we 
intend to discuss. And it will not take long for 


them to reach a decision relative to the proposed 
church merger. 


Therefore we shall now address ourselves to the 
task of exploring and reviewing some of the recent 
history of the Northern Presbyterian Church. And 
the first article in this connection, which is entitled 
“The Heretical Auburn Affirmation and -the 
Northern Presbyterian Church,” appears in this 


issue of the Journal. 


The next issue of The Journal will contain 
another article about the heretical Auburn Af- 
firmation. 

And in the issues which are to follow there will 
be -additional articles discussing other relatively 
recent events whicn have taken place in the 
Northern Presbyterian Church. All of these articles 
will bear, in parenthesis, the sub-title: “Exploring 
Avenues of Acquaintance and Co-operation.” 


—C.W.A. 


The Heretical Auburn Affirmation And 
The Northern Presbyterian Church 


("Exploring Avenues Of Acquaintance And Co-operation”) 


By Chalmers W. Alexander 
Jackson, Miss. 


The Auburn Affirmation, which was published in 
1924, bearing the signatures of almost 1,300 or- 
dained ministers in the Northern Presbyterian 
Church, did not create the lamentable doctrinal 
situation which exists in that denomination today. 
The Auburn Affirmation merely brought into clear 
focus the various elements of heresy and apostasy 
which had existed in the Northern Presbyterian 
Church for many years prior to 1924, so that all of 
the world could see those elements plainly. 


What is the Auburn Affirmation, to which re- 
ference is made so often? Why did it come into 
being and what does it mean? 


In order to understand completely the answers 
to these questions, it is necessary to review briefly 
some of the events which have taken place in the 
Northern Presbyterian Church in recent years. 


Events Leading To The 
Auburn Affirmation 

In January of 1919 Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, 
a Baptist and a professor in that hot-bed of 
Modernism known as Union Theological Seminary, 
in New York City, was invited to serve as “stated 
preacher” of the First Presbyterian Church of New 
York City. From the pulpit of that Presbyterian 
Church, Dr. Fosdick, who is one of the most popular 
and destructive Modernists in the entire Christian 
Church, began carrying on his Modernist propa- 
ganda instead of faithfully preaching the Christian 
Gospel as it is contained in the Bible. Im fact, Dr. 
Fosdick from that pulpit began a strong attack 
upon the truths and doctrines which are the very 
heart and core of historic ‘Christianity. 

Because of this, seven different Presbyteries of 
the Northern Presbyterian Church sent overtures 
(which are simply formal requests for advice or 
action) to the General Assembly of that denomina- 
tion, for consideration at its 1923 meeting which 
was to be held in Indianapolis. These overtures 


vigorously called attention to the deplorable situa- 
tion in the First Presbyterian Church of New 
York City and asked that something be done about 
It. 

The General Assembly of 1923 did do something 
about it. First that General Assembly directed the 
Presbytery of New York to correct the situation in 
the First Presbyterian Church of New York City. 
Then it reaffirmed the evangelical statement or 
deliverance made by the General Assembly of 1910, 
in which each of the following had been declared 
to be “fan essential doctrine of the Word of God 
and our standards” 

1. “That the Holy Spirit did so inspire, guide, 
and move the writers ot Holy Scripture as to keep 
them trom error.” 

2. “That our Lord Jesus Christ was born of the 
Virgin Mary.” 

3. “That Christ offered up Himself a sacrifice 
- on Divine justice and to reconcile us to 
10 


4. ‘‘That on the third day He rose from the dead 
with the same body with which He suffered, with 
which He also ascended into heaven, and there 
sitteth at the right hand of His Father, making 
intercession.” 


5. “That our Lord Jesus showed His power and 
love by working mighty miracles. This work was 
not contrary to nature, but superior to it.” 


This doctrinal deliverance, or the “Five Points” 
as it came to be called, was not something new. It 
had first been made in 1910 by the General As- 
sembly of the Northern Presbyterian Church in 
reply to an overture from the Synod of Baltimore 
‘respecting prevalent doubts and denials of certain 
statements of the Confession.” And it had been 
reaffirmed by the General Assembly of 1916 in 
response to overtures complaining of the action of 
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the Presbytery of New York in licensing candidates 
for the Presbyterian ministry who “neither af- 
firmed nor denied the doctrine of the virgin birth.” 


As Dr. J. Gresham Machen, probably the world’s 
greatest New Testament scholar at the time of his 
death in 1937, once observed: “This evangelical 
pronouncement of the General Assembly contained 
no intricate or detailed doctrines, and no doctrines 
peculiar to the Reformed Faith (or Calvinism). It 
merely set forth five central verities in which the 
great historic branches of the Christian Church are 

agreed.” 


The Auburn Affirmation 
Is Published 

Yet this evangelical pronouncement by the Gen- 
eral Assembly of 1923 was powerfully attacked by 
a subtle and cleverly worded document called the 
Auburn Affirmation. This document was published 
in 1924, from Auburn, N. Y., and it bore the names 
of 1,293 ordained ministers of the Northern Pres- 
byterian Church, representing more than one-tenth 
of the ministers in that denomination. 


By signing that infamous, heretical document, 
the Auburn Affirmationists boldly denied the ne- 
cessity of a Presbyterian minister’s believing in 
five of the great, central, foundation truths of the 
Christian religion. 


The Auburn Affirmation at one stroke removes 
all of the “Five Points’”’ from the essential message 
which the Christian Church is to proclaim to the 
world, for it claims that these five truths are not 
essential at all. 


When the.Auburn Affirmation first appeared it 
gave all of the Bible-believing members of the 
Northern Presbyterian denomination an earthquake 
shock. And it will shock every Bible-believing Sou- 
thern Presbyterian who will take the time to see 
what it says. 


It should be kept clearly in mind that every 
Northern Presbyterian minister who signed the 
Auburn Affirmation had solemnly vowed, when he 
was ordained as a minister, that he believed the 
Bible to be the Word of God, the ‘‘only infallible 
rule of faith and practice.’’ He also had solemnly 
vowed that he received and adopted the West- 
minster Confession of Faith and the Catechisms as 
containing the system of doctrine taught in the 
Holy Scriptures. 


Now let us consider some of the characteristic 
statements of the Auburn Affirmation and compare 
them briefly with the clear teachings of the Con- 
fession of Faith and of the Holy Bible. 


The Inerrancy Of Scripture 
Is Attacked 


The Auburn Affirmation states: “‘The doctrine 
of inerrancy, intended to enhance the authority of 
the Scriptures, in fact impairs their supreme au- 
thority for faith and life, and weakens the testi- 
mony of the Church to the power of God unto sal- 
_ vation through Jesus Christ. We hold that the Gen- 
eral Assembly of 1923, in asserting that ‘the Holy 
Spirit did so inspire, guide and move the writers of 
Holy Scripture as to keep them from error,’ spoke 
without warrant of the Scriptures or of the Con- 
fession of Faith.” 


Now the Confession of Faith declares: ‘“‘The Old 
Testament in Hebrew ... and the New Testament 
in Greek ... being immediately inspired by God, 


and by His singular care and providence kept pure 


in all ages, are therefore authentical.’’ (Chapter 1, 
Section 8). But the Auburn Affirmationists say the 
General Assembly in 1923, in asserting that the 
writers of the Holy Scriptures were kept from 
error, spoke “without warrant of the Scriptures or 
of the Confession of Faith.” Evidently to the 
signers of the Auburn Affirmation the statement 
in the Confession of Faith that the Scriptures were 
‘“‘kept pure in all ages,’’ does not mean “kept free 
from error!” 


What amazing gymnastics the Auburn Affirma- 
tionists have performed here! They would tell us 
that tne doctrine of inerrancy “impairs” the au- 
thority of the Bible and “weakens the testimony of 
the Church to the power of God unto salvation 
through Jesus Christ.”’ According to their thinking 
it must follow that to claim that the Holy Bible 
contains errors actually strengthens its authority 
and fortifies the testimony of the Christian Church. 
Or, as Dr. Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D., points out in an 
article entitled “‘The Auburn Heresy,” the propo- 
sition reduces itself to this absurdity”: ... in order 
for the Bible to be authoritative, it must contain 
error; and, I suppose, the more erroneous it is, the 
more authoritative it can be.”’ 


As that great Bible scholar, Dr. Machen, once 
wrote, while he was still a minister in the Northern 
Presbyterian Church: 


“At that point, there is a clear-cut break be- 
tween the signers of the Auburn Affirmation and 
the Bible-believing Christians. Signers of the Au- 
burn Affirmation are able to see how a book can be 
the Word of God and at the same time contain 
errors; Bible-believing Christians are unable to at- 
tain to such a degree of subtlety as that; they are 
simple-minded enouzgh to think that when God 
speaks He speaks truth and only truth. 


“TI do not think that any amount of fine words 
can conceal that fundamental cleavage. The most 
important thing about a building is not its super- 
structure but its foundation; and the foundation 
upon which Bible-believing Christians, as distin- 
guished from signers of the Auburn Affirmation, 
build is the full truthfulness of God’s Holy Word.” 


The Virgin Birth And Other 
Verities Are Attacked 


In referring to the “Five Points’ enunciated by 
the General Assembly of 1923, the Auburn Affir- 
mation states: ‘‘We all hold most earnestly to those 
great facts and doctrines ... Some of us regard 
the particular theories contained in the deliver- 
ance of the General Assembly of 1923 as satisfac- 
tory caplanations of these facts and doctrines. But 
we are united in believing that these are not the 
only theories allowed by the Scriptures and our 
standards as explanations of these facts and doc- 
trines of our religion, and that all who hold to these 
facts and doctrines, whatever theories they may 
employ to explain them, are worthy of all confi- 
dence and fellowship.” 


What does the Confession of Faith say, for in- 
pares. with reference to the Virgin Birth? How 
oes it compare with what the Auburn Affirmation 
says on the same subject? 


The Confession of Faith says: “The Son of God, 
the second person in the Trinity ... did ... take 
upon him man’s nature ... being conceived by the 
power of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin 
Mary, of her substance.’”’ (Chapter 8, Section 2). 
This is a fact of history, recorded clearly in the 
Bible. It either happened, or it did not happen. 
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But to the Auburn Affirmationist it is not a fact 
at all, but merely a “theory” of the Incarnation 
(which is"the belief that Christ, being the Son of 
God, became man on this earth). And, to the Au- 
burn Affirmationist, it is merely one of several 
possible “‘theories’’ which can be held. 


Now there are three possible “theories,” to use 
the word used in the Auburn Affirmation, which 
can be held relative to Christ’s birth, if you grant 
that Mary was His mother. (1) The first “theory”’ 
is that the Lord Jesus Christ was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Ghost, and was born of the 
Virgin Mary without a human father. That is the 
only account ‘given in the Bible, and it is the only 
account set forth in the Confession of Faith. (2) 
The second “theory” is that Christ was born of 
Mary, who was not a virgin, and that Joseph was 
the father of Christ. The Bible states positively 
that this is not the case, and in order for one to 
believe this “theory” it is necessary that he run 
head-on into the plain statement to the contrary 
contained in the Holy Bible. (3) The third “theory”’ 
is that Christ was born of Mary, who was not a 
virgin, and that some man other than Joseph was 
His father. To believe this “theory” makes the 
Lord Jesus Christ an illegitimate child and portrays 
Mary as a woman of loose morals and low char- 
acter. And yet the Auburn Affirmation affirms 
that if a Presbyterian minister happened to sub- 
scribe to this third “theory” he would nevertheless 
be, to quote the language of the Auburn Affirma- 
tion, “worthy of all confidence and fellowship!” 


A similar comparison of the statements of the 
Word of God and of the Confession of Faith, with 
what the Auburn Affirmation says on the same 
subjects, indicates clearly that the Auburn Affir- 
mationists brazenly deny that it is essential for a 
Presbyterian minister to believe in the substitu- 
tionary atonement to satisfy divine justice and 
reconcile us to God, or in the bodily resurrection 
of Christ, or in the miracles of our Lord. In fact, 
a Presbyterian minister may deny flatly all of the 
“Five Points,” according to the Auburn Affirma- 
tion, and yet he is to be considered “‘worthy of all 
confidence and fellowship’ as though he actually 
and positively believed all of the “Five Points.” 


Dr. Machen’s Opinion Of The 
Auburn Affirmation 


After denying that any of the “Five Points” are 
essential doctrines, the Auburn Affirmation then 
attempts to make some positive statement of creed 
of its own. But this creedal statememt is so cleverly 
worded that even the most radical Modernist could 
subseribe to it. When one carefully reads this 


creedal statement he is more impressed by what 
the Auburn Affirmation fails to say than by what 
it actually says. 


In connection with this statement of creed by 
the Auburn Affirmation, and with regard to the 
Auburn Affirmation as a whole, let us listen once 
more to that master theologian, Dr. Machen. The 
emphasis in the following quotation is added: 


“Let us not deceive ourselves. The Auburn 
Affirmation is a typical Modernist document. It is 
typical in the deceptive way in which it uses gen- 
eral terms which many interpret in a Christian 
sense, but which many also interpret in a non- 
Christian sense. 


“It affirms ‘the inspiration of the Bible, and the 
Incarnation, the Atonement, the Resurrection, and 
the Continuing Life and Supernatural Power of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.’ It declares that the ‘writers 
of the Bible were inspired of God; that Jesus 
Christ was God manifest in the flesh; that God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, and 
through Him we have our redemption; that having 
died for our sins He rose from the dead and is our 
ever-living Saviour; that in His earthly ministry 
He wrought many mighty works, and by His vi- 
carious death and unfailing presence He is able to 
save to the uttermost.’ 


“That sounds Christian, does it not? But the 
trouble is that every one of these noble terms is 
often used today in a non-Christian sense by de- 
structive unbelief; and the Auburn Affirmation is 
careful to say that it will not define those terms in 
the manner that the General Assembly did, so as to 
break definitely with unbelief. 


“A document which will affirm inspiration but 
denies that the Scripture is without error; which 
affirms the incarnation but will not affirm the 
virgin birth; which will affirm the atonement but 
will aot say Christ died as a sacrifice to satisfy 
divine justice and reconcile us to God; which will 
affirm the resurrection but will not say, as our 
Standards say, that the Lord rose from the dead 
with the same body in which He suffered; which 
will say that He wrought mighty works but will 
not say that He wrought miracles—this is simply 
one more manifestation of that destructive Mod- 
ernism which is the deadliest enemy of the Chris- 
tian religion in practically all of the larger 
Churches of the world at the present day .. . 


“A mighty conflict is on in the Presbyterian 
Church at the present time. On the one side of the 
conflict are to be put believers in, and defenders 
of, the Word of God: on the other side are to he 
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put not only the signers of the Auburn Affirma- 
tion themselves, but also all those who are ready 
to make common cause, without protest, with the 
signers of the Auburn Affirmation in mission 
boards, in governing boards of theological semi- 
naries, and in the courts and councils of the 


Church.”’ 


The Auburn Affirmation is the boldest statement 
of heresy and apostasy ever to appear in the Nor- 
thern Presbyterian Church. And yet, in spite of 
this fact, the Auburn Affirmation was never re- 
pudiated by the Northern Presbyterian Church, 
and none of its signers were ever convicted of 
heresy. Instead, many of the Auburn Affirmation- 
ists have now become powerful and _ influential 
leaders in the Northern Presbyterian Church. 


The Opinion Of Other Sound 
Northern Presbyterian 
Ministers 


In 1934 there was a plan afoot to unite the 
United Presbyterian denomination with the heresy- 
tainted Northern Presbyterian Church. One of the 
outstanding Conservative leaders in the Northern 
Presbyterian Church is Dr. Clarence E. Macartney, 
Pastor of the great First Presbyterian Church of 
Pittsburgh; Dr. Macartney was elected Moderator 
of the Northern Presbyterian Church in 1924. 


Dr. Macartney, in the April (1934) issue of 
“Christianity Today,’ one of the orthodox church 
papers in that denomination, wrote an article en- 
titled “‘Thou Shalt Say No,” in which he spoke 
vigorously against the proposed union. (And it is 
of interest to note that the United Presbyterian 
denomination has not yet united with the Northern 
Presbyterian Church.) 


One of the principal grounds on which Dr. Ma- 
cartney advised the United Presbyterian denomi- 
nation not to unite with the Northern Presbyterian 
Church was the deplorable situation in the latter 
denomination, and one of the evidences he gave of 
this doctrinal unsoundness was the Auburn Affir- 
mation. 


Dr. Macartney stated that, because of the serious 
doctrinal division within the Northern Presbyterian 
denomination, one evidence of which was the Au- 
burn Affirmation, the Presbyterian League of 
Faith had come into being in 1931. Among the 
1,082 Northern Presbyterian ministers who organ- 
ized the Presbyterian League of Faith were well 
known names in the Presbyterian Church, promi- 
nent professors, missionaries, ministers, and three 
former Moderators of the General Assembly of 
that denomination. The objects of the Presbyterian 
League of Faith were as follows (the emphasis is 


added): 


. “To maintain loyalty to the Bible as the Word 
of God.” 


2. “To maintain the Reformed, or Calvinistic, 
system of doctrine.” 


3. “To oppose changes in the historic formula of 
creed subscription required of candidates to the 
ministry and eldership.” 


4. “‘To oppose the attack made by the %document 
commonly called ‘The Auburn Affirmation.’ ”’ 


5. “To warn men everywhere that salvation is to 
be obtained not by human merit, or human effort 


to please God, but only through the redeeming 
work-of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 


6. “To encourage the vigorous defense and joyous 
propagation of the Gospel in its fulness as it is set 
forth in the Westminster Confession of Faith on 
the basis of Holy Scripture.” 


If the Northern Presbyterian Church had re- 
mained faithful to its historic doctrinal position, 
and had not drifted away from the Bible and the 
Westminster Confession of Faith and the Cate- 
chisms, the Presbyterian League of Faith never 
would have been organized. 


A Common Creed No 
Longer Exists 


Today the Northern Presbyterian Church has as 
its doctrinal basis the Westminster Confession of 
Faith and the Catechisms—as modified or qualifred 
by the heretical Auburn Affirmation. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church, on the other 
hand, still has as its creedal basis the Word of God 
as outlined in the Confession of Faith and the 
Catechisms. 


While the Northern Presbyterian Church still 
professes the Westminster Confession of Faith and 
the Catechisms, its true testimony in connection 
with these Westminster Standards is radically cur- 
tailed and qualified with regard to the great doc- 
trines about the Holy Bible and about the Lord 
Jesus Christ by the open denials and negations con- 
tained in the Auburn Affirmation. 


On the other hand, the Southern Presbyterian 
Church has clarified its testimony regarding the 
Holy Bible and regarding the Lord Jesus Christ, as 
this testimony is set forth in the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith and the Catechisms, by this de- 
claration which was adopted unanimously by our 
General Assembly of 1939: 


“The General Assembly hereby declares 
that it regards the acceptance of the in- 
fallible truth and divine authority of the 
Scriptures, and of Christ as very and eternal 
God who became man by being born of a 
virgin, who offered’ Himself a sacrifice to 
satisfy divine justice and reconcile us to God, 
who rose from the dead with the same body 
with which He suffered, and who will return 
to judge the world, as being involved in the 
ordination vows to which we subscribe.” 


The true creedal bases of the Northern Presbyte- 
rian Church and of the Southern Presbyterian 
Churcn simply do not coincide any lenger. 


It would be a decided step downward, and a 
definite compromise with heresy and apostasy, for 
the Southern Presbyterian Church to unite with 
the Northern Presbyterian Church. 


What shall Southern Presbyterians, as Bible- 
believing Christians who repudiate completely the 
views contained in the Auburn Affirmation and 
who wish to remain separated from the signers of 
the heretical Auburn Affirmation, say with regard 
to the proposed union with the heresy-tainted Nor- 
thern Presbyterian Chu:ch? 


Thou Shalt Say, No! 
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~The Pulpit And The Pew 


Address by James W. Gordon to the Graduating Class of Union «+ 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, V'a., May 24, 1949. 


I find myself in a more unfortunate position 
than even the Light Brigade as they began their 
celebrated charge at Balaklava. They had “Cannon 
to the right of them, cannon to the left of them, 
and cannon in front of them.” I have not only big 
guns on either flank and some nests of machine 
gunners in front of me, but I also have a battery 
of seventy-fives behind me. What can one poor 
private do in the face of such an array? Yet the 
command is to go forward and engage these 
machine gunners, and especially those of the 
graduating class. Perhaps I am fortunate that I 
must advance against the less deadly, though more 
numerous ordnance. | hope to cross this narrow 
‘‘no man’s land,’”’ and get in touch with the enemy. 


I wish to speak to you gentlemen about some of 
the problems of the pulpit from the standpoint of 
the pew, and it is indeed a rare privilege to “talk 
down”’ to the pulpit. I am not so presumptuous as 
to think that I can speak for all of the pews, but I 
may represent a fair cross-section of them. I have 
been listening to the pulpit for a number of years 
past and with a fair degree of attention, although 
I must confess that on rare occasions it has been 
wellgfor me that I was not, like Eutychus, sitting in 
a third story window. I leave you to guess whether 
sometimes I might have been able to plead, as the 
law books say, in confession and avoidance, as 
Eutychus might have done. Let it be understood, 
we humbly realize that the problems of the pew for 
the gulpit are much greater than those of the pul- 
pit for the pew, therefore we do not propose to 
shoot any ex cathedra bullets at you. The freedom 
of the human will and the right of private judg- 
ment are too sacred for that. 


Our subject is divided, like all Gaul and most 
sermons, into three parts. The problem of character 
and personality; the problem of belief, and the 
problem of delivery and presentation. 


And now we shall have to change our positions, 
and without calling the figures, what kind of a man 
is that up there in the- pulpit: What is his charac- 
ter? Is he truthfui? Is he honest? Can he be 
trusted? For the best thing you can say about a 
fellow is, “You can trust that man,” and about the 
worst thing you can say about a man is, “You can’t 
trust that fellow,’”’ and you would say it with a 
curled lip and a turned up nose. These words 
honor, honesty, truth, trust, true are so compre- 
hensive. Honesty is so much more than not stealing 
what Shakespeare calls “trash”, and truth is far 
more than not telling a willful lie; and to be true 
is like the musical ring of steel to the hammer. We 
are interested in knowing that the man in the pulpit 
is true to his ordination vows; true to the institu- 
tion that trained him, and to the professors that 
labored so, so diligently and patiently over him; 
that he has no Jesuitical reservations about the 
things that he professes to believe and that proceed 
from his mouth; that no matter how much his con- 
victions may differ from ours, yet he is so true to 
himself that he cannot be false to us. 


And what is the temperature up there in the 
pulpit? Is it hot, or cold or merely lukewarm? A 
cold pulpit never made warm pews. We Presby- 
terians are so much afraid of emotion. We are so 
terribly respectable that sometimes we hesitate to 
touch the unwashed, even with a little finger. But 
we would remind you that effective preaching is 
always accompanied by warmth. 


There must have been a warm time in old 
Jerusalem on that day of Pentecost when the 
Apostle Peter with a harvest of three thousand 
souls redeemed himself from the stigma of the high 
priest’s palace, and the crowing of the cock. And 
there was certainly no ice down the back of the 
Apostle Paul on that day at Caesarea when he so 
reasoned of righteousness, temperance and judg- 
ment to come that Felix trembled, and when, a few 
days /ater, Festus was moved to exclaim, “Paul, 
thou art beside thyself; much learning doth make 
thee mad.” 


Neither of the apostles was a sensationalist. They 
were on fire with the truth of God, and we people 
in the pews need to be scorched with that kind of 
fire every now and then. 


And does the thermometer up there register 
from the head or from the heart? There are hearts 
down here that are deceitful above all things and 
desperately wicked, and they are looking up to 
you to find a heart that has been kept with all 
diligence, that out of it may flow the issues of life 
to us. And there may be hearts down here that are 
cold in spiritual death, and, if so, we are praying 
that with the devotion of the prophet you may lay 
your warm heart upon these cold breasts, as you 
a a God of Elisha that he will give life to 
the dead. 


There is another problem which affects us as it 
does you, and that is the question of finance. We 
confess with shame of face and sorrow of heart 
that oftentimes we fail to make adequate provision 
for the pulpit. We expect the pulpit to produce a 
barrel of fine flour when we have put only a peck 
of wheat in the hopper. Yet in spite of our derelic- 
tions, we would remind you that there are some 
classes and vocations among men who seem able 
to be careless about finances without seriously 
affecting their standing in the community. We 
have never known a professional man who rose to 
the top over neglected obligations. Shortly after I 
started to practice law I had to bring a suit against 
one oi the elite on a butcher’s account for about 
$700.00. He lost no social standing on account of 
it. We venture to say that the pulpit would lose a 
great deal of prestige if it ran up a bill of $700.00 
for beefsteak and lamb chops, to say nothing of 
fried chicken. 


And what does this, adequate man in the pulpit 
really believe? We trust that he believes in\ the 
whole Bible, and is prepared to defend the miracle 
of Daniel, Jonah or the floating axe head just as he 
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would defend the miracle of the resurrection of 
Christ. The statements supporting all of them are 
equally explicit. Some months ago, we thanked one 
of our eminent ministers for an article on verbal 
inspiration, and asked him to follow it with an 
article on factual inspiration. When and if the 
suggested article appears, it will be interesting to 
see whether, logically we can accept the miracle of 
Christ and reject Jonah whose sojourn in the great 
fish or whale was attested by Christ. 


We trust that the pulpit will magnify the infinite 
sovereignty of God as the ultimate solution of every 
problem and the ultimate explanation of every 
mystery. In our child’s catechism there is a four- 
word answer to one of the questions which goes the 
full length in this declaration of sovereignty. The 
question is: “‘Why did God make you and all 
things?’’ And the answer is: “For His own glory.” 
It is hard for men to let God be as sovereign as 
that, and yet no less degree of sovereignty can 
account for all of the infinite stretches of creation 
and providence that le beyond the ken of the 
strongest telescope and microscope and test tube, 
and beyond all the flights of the human imagine- 
tion. 


Men will forever bruise their knuckles in vain as 
they attempt to force the door on which is in- 
scribed the motto of divinity— “I Am, that I Am.” 
But the Apostle Paul found a way to meet the 
challenge of this great doctrine. In the Epistle to 
the Romans he ran into a cul-de-sac of mystery. 
On the one hand he had the wall of God’s eternal 
decrees; the same decrees that have sometimes 
given our venerable General Assembly so much 
trouble. On the other hand, he had the wall of 
what he knew to be free will. He was confronted 
by the wall of his own mental limitations. He was 
too brave to retreat. These walls seemed to be 
contracting to crush him. What could he do? And 
then he looked up and saw the heavens opened, and 
taking the wings of faith, he escaped from the trap 
exclaiming, ‘“‘O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and power of God! How unsearchable are 
His judgments, and His ways past finding out!” 
We would have the pulpit to lead us in such a 
triumphant faith as that. 


And what does the man in the pulpit believe 
about Jesus Christ? There comes ringing down the 
centuries the question that Jesus propounded to 
the Pharisees: “‘What think ye of Christ2 Whose 
son is he?” There is a school of thought which 
makes every man a son of God, and does not dis- 
tinguish the Man of Nazareth in essence but only 
in degree from any other man. 


In the Christian Observer of October 22, 1947, 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick was circumstantially 
quoted as saying as lately as Jantary 31, 1945: 
“Of course, I do not believe in the virgin birth or 
in the old fashioned substitutionary doctrine of the 
atonement; and I do not know any intelligent 
Christian minister wno does.” In view of that chal- 
lenge we think our big guns, and seventy-fives 
should keep their powder dry, and watch out for 
their laurels. It is tragic that this high priest of 
modernism does not speak for himself alone, and 
that in some circles he and his associates have been 
and still are, quite the thing. 


Some of us in the pews believe that Dr. Fosdick 
is as false a prophet as Balaam, and that his re- 
ligious writings are entitled to as little considera- 
tion as the ordinary braving of Balaam’s ass. 


LHIS 
COUPON NOW 


(at no obligation to you) 


for complete information on Memorials, En- 
dowments, Legacies, Annuity-Gifts or Lifé 
Insurance—five methods of giving support to 
your Church’s program of Foreign Missions. 
Our interesting material on each of these sub- 
jects is yours for the asking. Just tear out 
this coupon and mail it today— 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer, 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, 
P. O. Box 330, Nashville, Tennessee. 


Please send me complete information on: 


a Legacies [] Annuity Gifts 
Life Insurance 


Name 


Address 


To meet this unorthodox belief, we are so bold as 
to suggest a one word amendment of the Apostles 
Creed. Instead of saying: ‘“‘Conceived by the Holy 
Ghost,” let it read “Miraculously conceived by the 
Holy Ghost,” and that would forever shut the door 
on Joseph and on Joseph’s advocates. 


We know that around the being, attributes and 
purpose of God, and around the personality and 
functions of Jesus Christ tremendous conflicts have 
raged throughout the centuries and are still raging. 
Opinion runs the whole scale from the deep bass 
(some spell it “‘base’’) of fundamentalism to the 
falsetto of atheism. There are some of us in the 
pew who are not ashamed to be and be called 
fundamentalists. We do not know anything that is 
more fundamental than to maintain the integrity of 
God’s word and the process which it reveals for 
saving man from hell and into heaven. We propose 
this test. Let any intelligent, fair-minded and 
logical man sit down with the Bible alone as the 
original and only authoritative source of informa- 
tion on the subject, and in simple language write a 
short philosophy of redemption. It might not have 
to be longer than the fourth gospel. We venture to 
say that he will rise from his seat and also from 
his knees a fundamentalist in belief whatever he 
might choose to call himself or others might choose 
to call him; and he would not have to be a self- 
righteous egoist either. | 


In the delivery of a sermon, we realize the im- 
portance of a subject matter. In our day the 
pulpit has largely switched from texts to topics. 
We are thankful that around here we do not often 
see such fantastic topics as were condemned by 
Dr. Maier on the Lutheran Hour some months ago, 
such as ‘‘What we can learn from Amos ’n Andy” 
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The Continuing Committee Meets 
In Atlanta 


About seventy ministers and laymen, representing twelve Synods, met in Atlanta on July 7. In addition 
there were numerous letters and telegrams from others who expressed their regret at their inability to at- 
tend and expressed their deepest interest in the meeting. At least one Church reported that an all-day 


prayer meetihg was being held for this meeting. 


It was a serious and able group of men. Their first matter of business was to reactivate the Continuing 
Church Committee and following that to explore the underlying doctrinal issue which faces the theo- 
logical world in general and our own Church in its study of the proposal to unite with the Presbyterian 


Church, U.S.A. | 


These men were not bitter. But, they were one in agreeing that the world’s yreatest need today is a clear 
testimony to the great central truths of Christianity, not organic union of ‘Churches bought at the price of 


submerging these truths. 


It is no longer sufficient to say that the Confessions of Faith of two Churches are the same, when these 


~ Churches interpret doctrines and ordination vows in radically different ways. 


Some of the important results of this meeting are given below. 


The Continuing 
Church Committee 
Is Reactivated 


Whereas the 1949 General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., adopted a course of 
“exploring avenues of acquaintance and co- 
operation with the U.S.A. Chureh” to a degree 
which we feel is not warranted, be it therefore re- 
solved that we herewith reactivate the Continuing 
Church Committee and renew its original pledge to 
keep all of our people constantly informed as to 
the issues involved, and to work to the end that 
there will ways be a continuing Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., commonly known as the Southern 
Presbyterian Church. 


~The Atlanta Affirmation 
uly 7, 1949) 


The statements adopted at the recent meeting in 
Atlanta and printed herewith may well become a 
milestone in the controversy over union with the 
Nothern Presbyterian Church. 


Here the greatest single issue is bared and 
stated so clearly that it can no longer be ignored. 


Opposition to union has been characterized by 
many as pure obstructionism, sectionalism or com- 
ing from some other selfish motive, but it has 
never been primarily that. 


The opposition comes from the faet that within 
the Northern: Presbyterian Church over 1,200 min- 
isters signed a statement that certain beliefs and 
doctrines of Christianity are “theories,” not facts, 
and that a minister might deny them and still be 
worthy of ordination and all confidence. This state- 
ment is known as the Auburn Affirmation. 


It has never been officially challenged in that 
Church, nor has it been repudiated. Many who 
signed it have been advanced to positions of great 
power and influence. 


The statement from the Atlanta meeting of the 
Continuing Church Committee makes it crystal- 
clear that the issue is going to be joined right 
where it belongs, on the trustworthiness and au- 
thority of the Word of God. This statement, taken 
in opposition to the Auburn Affirmation may well 
become known, as the “Atlanta Affirmation,” a 
rallying point for evangelical Christians every- 
where. 


The most significant development now is that the 
proponents of union are now on the defensive. 
They have to show cause why the tolerance of 
error has been permitted in the Northern Presby- 
terian Church; why the Auburn Affirmation has 
gone unchallenged and its signers permitted to go 
on in its ministry? 


' Furthermore, the proponents of union will have 
to show what possible advantage can accrue to our 
Church by a merger (or sub-merger) with a 
Church where integrity of doctrine is a matter of 
such minor importance. 


Our last General Assembly has approved of 
greater acquaintanceship and co-operation. This 
‘“‘acquaintanceship” involves such vital matters as 
are now being brouzht to light. 


It is a fact that this doctrinal indifference has 
brought about an uneasy peace in the Northern 
Church. At our recent Assembly the fraternal dele- 
gate from that Church approached one of our rep- 
resentatives who is opposed to union and asked him 
on what conditions he would withdraw his objec- 
tion. He replied in part: “‘When your Church re- 
pudiates the Auburn Affirmation and takes steps 
against its signers.”’ He received this reply: ““Why, 
that would split our Church wide-open!” 
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Certainly our Church does not propose to enter 
an organization where peace has been bought at 
the price of compromise, compromise on the thing 
which counts most! —L.N.B. 


Statement From The 
Atlanta Meeting 


Never in the history of the world has the world 
needed Christ more than now. 


Never in the history of the world has the Church 
of Jesus Christ had a greater challenge or a more 
compelling obligation to make Christ known. 


Meeting here in the City of Atlanta, we, a group 
of loyal members of the Presbyterian Church in 
the U. S., better known as the Southern Presby- 
terian Church, are met to examine our own hearts 
and to seek, by the leading of God’s Holy Spirit, 
to direct the thoughts, prayers and activities of 
our beloved Church into channels which will in the 
fullest measure fulfill our obligation to the time in 
which we live. 


We are intellectually convinced and believe in 
our hearts that personal faith in the atoning death 
of Jesus on the cross is the only hope of salvation 
from sin and to eternal life. 


Accepting, as we do, the full trustworthiness and 
authority of the Bible, we believe that the West- 
minster Confession of Faith is a remarkably clear 
and full statement of the great doctrines of Chris- 
tianity. 


At the same time men are utterly unrealistic 
who ignore the fact that within the Church today 
there are many discordant voices, voices of those 
who question the Bible and the doctrines which are 
so much a part of the Christian faith. 


The question therefore is whether to ignore 
these voices and unite with them in a discordant 
cacophony, to the further bewilderment of the 
world and inevitable loss of Christian witness, or, 
to plead for an uncompromising unity on those 
things which constitute the very heart of Chris- 
tianity itself? 


It is to the latter course that we dedicate our- 
selves. Our Church is faced with a decision which 
it must ultimately make with reference to union 
with the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. (Nor- 
thern). We are not opposed to union as such. Many 
of us are now associated with various inter- 
denominational! co-operative efforts. We hope that 
such work may continue and increase in scope. 


But, it is our firm conviction that: the thing 
which the Church needs most and to which the 
world will most quickly respond, is a clear, em- 
phatic and unequivocal re-statement, re- 
affirmation, of the essential doctrines of Chris- 
tianity, based solely on the clear teachings of the 
Word of God and a presentation of this re- 
affirmation as a rallying ground for evangelical 
Christians everywhere. 


Involved in Christian faith are great eternal 
truths with which man tampers only to his own 
eternal loss. These truths need to be stated and re- 
affirmed again and again. Entirely too much Chris- 


tian work today lacks content and direction be- 
cause it does not include the things which con- 
stitute Christianity itself. 


Some of the doctrines which have been assailed 
or questioned have to do with the inspiration of 
the Scriptures, the vicarious atonement of Christ, 
His virgin birth, His miracles, and His bodily 
resurrection. In the Auburn Affirmation these doc- 
trines have been referred to as “‘theories’’ of such 
minor importance that ministers may hold them or 
not and remain in good standing within the bounds 
of their communion. 


We believe these doctrines are the very heart of 
our Christian message. We believe that denying or 
belittleing them cuts the nerve of evangelical 
power. Men may be brought into the Church by 
many means, but they are brought into a saving 
knowledge of Christ only as they understand their 
own sinful hearts and God’s redeeming love as re- 
vealed in Christ. 


It is our purpose to put loyalty to God, His Word 
and His Christ above every movement directed to- 
wards organic union with any other denomination. 
Until these questions, over which there has been 
so much controversy, are faced and answered in 
the light of the Word of God itself there can be 
no unity of belief or successful union in work. 


We appeal to all in our Church who hold a like 
precious faith. We will give our support to any 
who will carry this torch for a renewed emphasis 
on doctrinal integrity in belief, practice, teaching 
and preaching. 


We make this appeal in all humility, not setting 
ourselves up as better than others. But we plead 
with all; for the sake of Him Whom we serve, let 
us recognize that, the advancement of God’s King- 
dom is not predicated on great numbers or large 
organizations. 


_It is our conviction that the great need of our 
time is a voice in the Church lifted up in proclama- 
tion of the content of the Gospel Message. 


That a time should come when those who so 
affirm should be characterized as ‘“‘schismatic’’ or 
“divisive” is probably but an indication of the de- 
gree of tolerance now accorded error. 


We are dedicated, not to a division of our 
Southern Presbyterian Church, but to a renewed 
witness to the essentia! doctrines of Christianity. 


We believe that the best interests of our share 
in the work of our Lord’s Kingdom can be served 
by the continuation of our Church as a separate 
organization. 


But, of this we are convinced without a doubt, 
a union which is consummated without the clarifi- 
cation of doctrinal issues, which are now subject 
to debate, means a divided Church and infinite loss 
in our witness to the world. 


In popular language the following doctrines of 
the Church have been held in question by the Au- 
burn Affirmation: 


a. The essential reliability and authority of 
the entire Bible, our only infallible rule of 
faith and practice. 


b. The virgin birth of our Lord. 
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c. That the records of His miracles are 
true. That He who was the Creator of this 
world, did many marvellous works according 
to His will. 


d. That He died on the cross bearing in His 
body the penalty for our sins and that man’s 
redemption from sin depends solely on faith 
in His atoning sacrifices on Calvary. 


e. That our Lord arose from the dead with 
the same body, according to the Seriptural 
record. 


The very heart.of the Gospel itself is under attack. 
For that reason we reaffirm our faith in these doc- 
trines and commend them to the faith and preach- 
ing of Christians everywhere. 


We appeal to all concerned to consider the great 
impetus which such action will give to Christian 
testimony in the world today. The very heart of 
the Gospel Message itself is the issue at stake. By 
a great united witness to these facts of Chris- 
tianity we can have the assurance of God’s bless- 
ing on our efforts and the accomplishing in a 
mighty way of His purpose for His Chureh in our 
time. 


We at the same time would state that should 
this fundamental issue be evaded and organic 
union consummated without its clarification, union 
without unity would result and there will be a con- 
tinuing Southern Presbyterian Church dedicated to 
the preaching, teaching and practicing of these 
essential doctrines. 


The Continuing Church Committee. 


Covenant For The 
Advancement Of The 


Presbyterian Testimony 
To Jesus Christ 


I. In His Divine Glory and Saving Grace. We in- 
vite Presbyterians of every organization to unite 
with us in this testimony unanimously made by our 
General Assembly of 1939 and approved by two 
subsequent Assemblies in words drawn exclusively 
from the Westminster Standards. We invite all 
Presbyterians to insist that this be included in any 
Plan of Union namely: ; 


That the General Assembly hereby declares 
that it regards the acceptance of the infallible 
truth and divine authority of the Seriptures, 
and of Christ as true and eternal God who be- 
came also man by being born of a virgin, who 
offered up Himself a sacrifice to satisfy Divine 
justice and reconcile us to God, who rose from 
the dead with the same body with which He 
suffered, and who will come again to judge 
the world as being involved in the ordination 
vows to which we subscribe. 


We further invite all Presbyterians to unite with 
us in the provision in our ordination vows that if 
the one ordained later finds himself out of accord 
with any of the fundamentals of our system of 
doctrine, he will on his own initiative make this 
known to his Presbytery. | 


II. In Christ’s Sole Headship and Kingship over 
His Body the Church. As the Westminster Form of 
Presbyterial Government began with a magnificent 
Preface setting forth Christ as the only King and 
Head of His Body the Church and as this Preface 
is repeated in the Second Chapter of the Book of 
Church Order of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States, so we renew our Presbyterian affir- 
mation on to our risen, reigning, living Lord Jesus 
Christ as: 


/ “The Only Lawgiver In Zion.” Who 
rules and teaches “‘the Church through 
His Word and Spirit by the ministry of 
men; thus mediately exercising His own 
authority and enforcing His own laws.’ 


Accordingly; “‘the sole functions of the Church 
as a kingdom and government distinct from 
the civil commonwealth, are to proclaim, to 
administer and to enforce the law of Christ 
revealed in Scriptures,” and “the jurisdiction 
of church courts is only ministerial and declar- 
ative’’ (not legislative or magisterial), that 
‘‘they can make no laws binding the consci- 
ence,”. but “they possess the right of requiring 
obedience to the laws of Christ.” 


Thus, “the exercise of ecclesiastical power 
has the divine sanction when in conformity 
with the statutes enacted by Christ the Law- 
giver and when put forth by courts or officers 
appointed in His Word.” Further, that an ec- 
clesiastical “‘offense, the proper object of ju- 
dicial process is anything in the principles or 
practices of a church member professing faith 
in Christ which is contrary to the Word of 
God.” And “nothing ought to be considered by 
any court as an offense, or admitted as a mat- 
ter of accusation which cannot be proved to 
be such from Scripture as interpreted in the 
Westminster Standards.” 


Ill. Further, we believe that a Plan of Union which 
fails to include these Presbyterian affirmations is 
divisive of our Church because it is indifferent to 
the honor that God has given Christ, and to the 
testimony our Church now bears to Him. 


IV. This constitutes a repudiation of the Auburn 
Affirmation. 
The Continuing Church Committee. 


Resolution On Doctrinal 
Laxity In Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. 


Because of the doctrinal laxity in the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A., because of the advancement 
in the councils of that Church of men who have 
become lax in their doctrinal beliefs, because of 
the general attitude in the U.S.A. Church on social 
and political matters, we are unalterably opposed 
to union of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., with 
the present Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and we 
shall, under God, give ourselves, to the fullest pos- 
sible extent, to a vigorous and continuing opposi- 
tion to such union and to the task of informing 
our membership regarding the undesirability of 
such a union. 


The Continuing Church Committee. 
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ANNOUNCING 


An informative new series of articles written by one of the most 
able laymen in the Southern Presbyterian Church— 


Mr. Chalmers W. Alexander 


“The Heretfcal Auburn Affirmation And The 
Northern Presbyterian Church” 


“What Happened To The Signers Of 
The Auburn Affirmation?” 


“The Influence Of The Auburn 
A ffirmationists Today” 


“Some Popular Attitudes Toward The 
Auburn Affirmation Today” 


Don’t miss these informative, up-to-the-minute articles on a question which 
is vital to every Southern Presbyterian. Mr. Chalmers W. Alexander, the 
writer of this series, is an attorney of Jackson, Miss., and an elder in the 
First Presbyterian Church of that city. He is a graduate of Princeton Uni- 
versity and draws upon a vast store of first-hand knowledge concerning 
the Northern Presbyterian Church. The above titles are but a sample of the 
important aspects of this issue which he will discuss. These articles are 
1m portant, informative and interesting to all in our Church. 


Pass on the word and secure additional subscriptions 

for THE JOURNAL at $1.50 per year. Write for as many 

sample copies as you can use. They will be supplied free 

of charge. Write for a sample packet.of free literature 
on the subject of Church Union. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 
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and “Jesus the first modernist.’’ We wish that every 
now and then, at least, the church bulletin could 
contain the topic that the apostles painted on all 
their signboards: “The glorious gospel of the Bles- 
sed God.” With such a theme these seriptures 
would furnish a thousand strings on which to play 
the melody of redeeming grace; of redeeming love, 
and faith, and hope, and strength, and courage, 
and patience, and comfort; of redeeming sacrifice 
and service. 


And the pulpit will have the laudable ambition to 
speak effectively. Someone has said that eloquence 
is logic on fire. Others have gauged eloquence by 
the response of the speaker to the aspirations and 
hopes of his audience, such as characterized the 
speeches of Daniel O’Connell to the vast outdoor 
audiences that he addressed on the subject of Irish 
liberty. But there is perhaps an even more effective 
method of appeal. We used to look through and 
beyond Joseph Jefferson and see the Rip Van 
Winkle whom he represented. The actor was lost in 
the one acted. Perhaps one of these days your 
congregation may be able to look through and 
beyond you and see the Christ whom you represent; 
when the shadow will be swallowed up in the 
substance. Men and women may say with rather 


- superficial lips, ‘‘What a fine sermon!” while down 


in their hearts they will be feeling and saying, 
“What a glorious Christ!”’ In such a half-hour, or 
hour if need be, you will have attained the acme of 
pulpit eloquence. 


To whom and how shall these great truths of the 
scriptures be presented? You will be addressing all 
kinds and conditions of people, with all kinds of 
needs, and troubles, and disappointments, perplexi- 
ties, frustrations, and distresses. You may be speak- 
ing to some housewife who has come. downstairs 


that very morning to find that in the night her 


cook had “folded her tent like the Arabs, and as 
silently stolen away’’; some business man whose 
books are showing up in the red; some farmer who 
has sown in hope only to reap in tears, if to reap 
at all; some investor who feels that the earth is 
tottering on its foundations because the market had 
declined two points the day before; some lawyer 
who is still scratching his head over the adverse 
decision; perchance even some judge who is damn- 
ing the majority opinion with faint praise; some 
doctor who has had to leave the sick bed in defeat; 
some mourner who is returning from some Holly- 
wood. And here is a near tragedy: You will be 
speaking to adolescents who have been reared on 
Genesis, and are leaving for college or university 
where they may be under the teaching and in- 
fluence of some professor who glories in his simian 
ancestry, and would be only too happy to hang 
this new fruit on his family tree. 


What kind of word shall you speak to all of these 
needy and perplexed people? In a sermon several 
years ago, Dr. Lacy said it should be a sure word. 
They are going to be hungry for bread. Don’t give 
them a stone that will defy digestion. They will be 
asking for fish. Don’t give them a serpent that will 
sting them with poison of uncertainty and doubt. 
If there are “buts” and ifs’’ in your sermon notes, 
leave them in the study for “if the trumpet give an 
uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the 


battle.” 


The assault that modernism and so-called liber- 
alism are making on the strongholds of our faith 
move me to speak you a parable from my own 
profession. You may think that it is overdrawn, 
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but I assure you that there are many opinions and 
statements in current literature and in the spoken 
word from the pulpit of which the parable would 
be a fair illustration. : 


There was a certain lawyer who represented the 
plaintiff before a judge and jury in a suit for 
damages on account of an accident. The circum- 
stances demanded a high degree of integrity, in- 
telligence and close observation on the part of the 
witnesses. The lawyer iose in court and said, ““May 
it please your honor and you gentlemen of the 
jury, in confidently seeking a verdict at the hands 
of this jury the plaintiff has two witnesses, and I 
fee] that it is only right that I should tell you 
something about them so that you may more in- 
telligently evaluate their testimony. Their names 
are Mr. X. Pentateuch and Mr. X Isaiah. You will 
notice the similarity of their Christian initials and 
recall that X is the symbol of the unknown 
quantity. 


“Mr. Pentateuch is of very doubtful origin. 
Numerous genealogists have investigated his ances- 
try and they have made such varying reports to 
Mr. Pentateuch on the subject, and with such 
strictures against some of the alleged ancestors, 
that it has caused him great confusion and distress, 
has seriously affected his nervous system, has 
deadened his faculties, and really reduced him to a 
nervous wreck. It has seriously affected his judg- 
ment, and caused considerable uncertainty and con- 
tradictions in his statements. 


“Mr. Isaiah, the other witness, is scarcely less 
afflicted. He was born with myopic eyes and is also 
color blind. He has been treated by many specialists 
but they have been unable to relieve these con- 
genital afflictions, which have made any of his ob- 
servations of doubtful value. He has claimed to be 
the author of a book which bears his name, but 
some of the specialists affirm that he was really not 
the author, but that it was written long after his 
death by a number of other compilers of Hebrew 


lore. 


‘“‘And now, gentlemen of the jury, after you have 
heard these witnesses I am sure that you will have 
no difficulty in finding a verdict for the plaintiff.” 
And having heard them, the jury retired and in 
fifty-four seconds returned a verdict for the de- 
fendant. As the lawyer left the court room with his 
client he said, “I cannot understand how the jury 
failed to find a verdict in your favor,” and all the 
poor client could say was, “I can.”’ 


As you men stand in your pulpits you will have 
God and Jesus Christ for clients. You will be seek- 
ing a verdict of salvation for the lost, of faith for 
the doubting, of hope for the despairing, of strength 
for the weak, of comfort for the distressed, of de- 
votion and energy for the careless and indifferent. 
You will never get that kind of verdict by. dis- 
counting your own witnesses. 


We realize that it will be no easy matter for you 
to meet the challenge of these problems of your 
high calling. You have our sympathy, and I trust 
you will also have our active co-operation. There 
will be times of discouragement when you will feel 
as Burns expresses it—that ‘‘all your views have 
come to naught though every nerve was strained.” 


And you will need all of the courage and forti- 
tude which you can command. Such devotion as 
was manifested in an incident of which I heard as 


a youth from Major Robert Stiles, a distinguished 
lawyer, and one of the elders in the old Grace 
Street Church. 


In the early years of this era a company of 
Roman soldiers under a centurion was encamped on 
the shore of a frozen lake in the north of Italy. 
They had come under the influence of the gospel 
message. An order came from Rome that they were 
not only to swear allegiance to the emperor but to 
pay him divine homage. Forty of the soldiers stood 
out and refused the.act of idolatry. They were 
stripped of their arms and uniforms and driven out 
on the ice. As they sped from the shore to escape 
a more certain death they cried in unison: 


“Forty wrestlers wrestling for thee, O Christ, 
claim for thee the victory and from thee the crown 
of life.” 


The centurion stood on the shore and heard in 
ever decreasing volume: 


“Forty wrestlers wrestling for thee, O Christ, 
claim for thee the victory and from thee the crown 
of life.” 


And suddenly he saw in the distance one of the 
forty returning, but still from afar he could hear 
the cry: 


“Thirty-nine wrestlers wrestling for ,thee, O 
Christ, claim for thee the victory and from thee 
the crown of life.” 


The deserting soldier reached the shore and 
threw himself at the feet of his officer in the 
surrender of apostasy. The faith of the centurion 
was so aroused that he threw off all of his own 
equipment, and rushed out on the ice after the 
thirty-nine crying: 


“Again forty wrestlers wrestling for thee, O 
Christ, claim for thee the victory and from thee 
the crown of life.” 


Gentlemen, you may have to suffer the fires of 
criticism and the coldness of neglect. You are 
certainly going forth to wrestle, “not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rules of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” 
As you march down the coming years, we trust in 
valiant service but not in martyrdom, may you be 
enabled with unbroken ranks and one voice to 
re-echo the chant of those ancient heroes as you 
cry: 


“Thirty-nine wrestler$ wrestling for thee, O 
Christ, claim for thee the victory and from thee 
the crown of life.” 


Gentlemen, we met this morning on the field of 
battle. We leave you there in a much more vital 
conflict, for 


“The Son of God goes forth to war, 
A kingly crown to gain; 
His blood-red banner streams afar; 
Who follows in his train?” 


A clarion call to the Ephesian armory. And then 
this day your great enlistment, ‘“‘We follow in his 
train.”’ 


: 
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Sabbath School Lessons ) 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Aug. 7: Songs 
Of Thankfulness 


Scripture: Psalms 92; 103; 136:1 - 9, 25-26. 
Devotional Reading: Psalms 116:1-8, 17-19. 


Our thankfulness to God is often measured by 
His deliverances. Jn the 116 Psalm (Devotional 
Reading), verse eight says, ““For thou hast delivered 
my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, and my 
feet from falling.”’ Here are three marvellous de- 
liverances from three dreaded foes: death, tears, 
falls. How can we show our gratitude? 


We ought, as the psalmist says, to offer the sacri- 
fice of thanksgiving and pay our vows. Most of us 
when we are sick promise God that “we will do 
better” if He makes us well again. But I am afraid 
that many of us forget to “pay our vows.’’ I re- 
member so well the case of one man whose wife was 
very ill, and in his misery and distress he called 
upon the Lord, even with crying and tears. God 
heard his prayers, and the prayers of others, and 
his wife was restored to health, but as far as I 
could see there was no real or permanent change in 
his way of living. Now, the best thanks giving is 
‘‘thanks-living.”’ When we promise God in our deep 
need, that we will “turn over a new leaf,” we 
ought to pay our vows. 

Some years ago in the city of Chicago, an elder 
in the Presbyterian church became very ill and it 
seemed certain that he would die. In fact, in his 
almost unconscious condition he heard them whis- 
pering around his bedside, and he knew that all ex- 
pected his death. He promised God that, if He 
would restore him, he would be more faithful in his 
home and in his church duties. Much to the sur- 
prise of doctors and family he recovered. The first 
morning, when he came down to breakfast with his 
loved ones, he called them together, asked for the 
Bible, told them about his “‘vow” to God, read and 
prayed with them. His oldest son, who was be- 
coming somewhat wild and dissipated, came over 
and put his arm around his father’s shoulder, and 
said: “Father, if you mean it this way, then | am 
right with you.’’ Paying our vows im the presence 
of family and congregation, will bring a rich bless- 
ing into our lives. This is the best way to show our 
thankfulness to God. 


We can show our gratitude by “Songs of Thank- 
fulness.’”’ Many of the Psalms are of this nature. 
David, and the other writers, had much to thank 
God for, and they chose this beautiful and expres- 
sive way of declaring to the world what God had 
done for their souls. 


Psalms 92: Singing Praises to His Name. Why? 


1. For His lovingkindness and faithfulness. His 
lovingkindness in the morning, and thy faithfulness 
every night. Suppose God were as fickle and as 
changeable as men: this world would be a dreadful 
place in which to live. One of our beautiful hymns 
expresses this thought when it says: 


““Awake, my soul, in joyful lays, 
And sing thy great Redeemer’s praise: 
He justly claims a song from thee; 
His lovingkindness, O how free!”’ 


How free, how great, how strong, how good, is 
this lovingkindness of our Lord! And this loving- 
kindness changes not: we can sing even in death, 
for He is with us when we pass through the waters; 
we will continue to sing about it when we are with 
Him in the skies! 


Our God keeps us all through the night when we 
are so weak and helpless; He continues to keep us 
all through our busy days. 


2. For His overthrow of the wicked. 


2 it were not for His restraining and conquer- 
ing power this world would soon be so corrupt that 
no decent person could live in peace. Satan is the 
“god of this world,” and if he could do all he would 
like to do, then this world would soon be turned to 
hell, but he is like a chained beast; he can roam 
only as far as God allows him to roam, and he can 
only do what God permits him to do. We see this 
illustrated in the life of Job. God makes the wrath 
of man, (and Satan) to praise Him, and He re- 
strains them both, and will one day completely 
overthrow all wickedness, and cast Satan into the 


pit. 
3. For the Flourishing of the Righteous. 


“Shall flourish as a green bay tree.”’ After all is 
said and done by the wicked, still the rule holds 
good; God does cause the righteous to flourish: it 
is a better thing to be planted in the house of the 
Lord than to dwell in the tents of the wicked! It 
is true that all their flourishing is not evident; 
much is hidden and will not be manifest until “that 
Day.” 


II. Psalms 103: God’s Goodness. It is not easy 
or best, to try to divide these exquisite poems of 
praise in a logical manner; but there is order and 
progress in them, and some indications of these may 
be helpful in appreciating their massages. Let us 
think through this, one of the best known and 
lovliest of all the Psalms, 


1. God’s Goodness to Me: or Personal Benefits. 


“Forget not all His benefits.’”’ It is so easy to 
forget; to forget the things we ought to remember, 
and to remember what we should forget! I suppose 
this is another evidence of total depravity; of our 
twisted, sinful natures. 


The first of these is Forgiveness. What a blessed 
thing that we can believe in the forgiveness of sins! 


The second is Healing, both of body and soul. 
“IT am the Lord that healeth thee.” This is one of 
those combination names of Jehovah we find in the 
Bible. God has many ways of healing our bodies; 
some indirect, and some direct. He has filled the 
world with herbs and minerals of a healing nature: 
He hears our prayers and heals by His direct touch 
as in days of the Great Physician on earth. He has 
the power to heal our broken hearts, and our sin- 
sick souls. 


Then, He redeems our lives from destruction. 
Several times in my own uneventful life, there has 
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been but a step between me and death. This is often 
true when we are unaware of any special danger. A 
heavy truck once brushed my shoulder as I was 
crossing a street in Mooresville. One step would 
have meant death or broken bones, but God did not 
allow me to take that step. 


Crowning us with lovingkindness and tender 
mercies. We may never wear a crown as king, but 
we have all been crowned in this way. 


“Satisfying our mouths with good things.”’ All of 
us in America can vouch for the truth of this part 
of our psalm. 


Our youth renewed as the eagles: we come in, 
tired and “worn to a frazzle,’’ but we become re- 
freshed after a brief period of rest and relaxation. 


2. God’s Goodness to All Men: National Benefits. 


‘‘All who are oppressed.”’ Many nations have been 
‘‘oppressed’’ at some period of their History: Israel 
is a most conspicuous example. Our own nation 
had a brief period of what we, at least, called 
oppression, and then gained our independence. He 
makes Himself known to men in His dealings and 
in His revelation. Even heathen nations have had 
a revelation in nature. “‘Slow to anger’’: if this were 
not the case many nations would have perished 
long ago. He was very patient with Israel; He is 
patient with America, and with other countries. 
He pities all men, for He knows our frame and re- 
members that we are but dust. These verses from 
eight to eighteen are a rebuke to those who imagine 
that the God of the Old Testament is a cruel tyrant. 


3. God’s Goodness to the Universe: Universal 
Benefits. We are but a small part of God’s Great 
Universe. All the universe feels the touch of His 
tender care and His sovereign power. There are 
the angels, the “hosts,’”’ ministers of His, all His 
works in all places of His dominion. The whole 
Universe is called upon to “Bless the Lord.” 


III. Psalms 136: Mercy endureth forever’: 
(R.V. “Lovingkindness). This is a wonderful chorus 
to this Historical Psalm. The path of history is a 
path marked by the ‘“‘Lovingkindness” of our God. 
This pictures a love that is everlasting and continu- 
ally expressing itself in wonderful works as He 
cares for the world. 

It shows itself in many and varied ways: (1) 
In the great wonders He has done. Those who have 
any spiritual insight realize that these are evident 
marks of His lovingkindness. There are the wonders 
of Creation and Providence; the wonders done for 
Israel; the wonders done for all flesh. (2) In the 
great Wisdom which is seen everywhere: He is 
indeed, “The only wise God, our Savior.”’ 


Lesson For Aug. 14: Festival 
Songs 


Scripture: Psalms 105-107; 111-118. Devotional 
Reading: Psalms 114. 


God is the God both of Nature and of Nations. 
This is one of the characteristic concepts of the 
Israelites in thinking of Jehovah. They had many 
songs commemorating historical events, and many 
more telling of the relation of the LORD to the 
earth. 


Both ideas are seen in Psalm 114, our Devotional 
Reading. It starts with Israel coming out of Egypt; 
it ends with the earth trembling at the presence 
of the God of Jacob. 
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These conceptions of God are true, and bring 
comfort and assurance to His people who are sur- 
rounded by nations which are unbelieving, and 
even hostile, and by a world which is often shaken 
by disturbances of one sort or another. It gives us 
peace to know that our God can control wicked 
nations and the world of nature. 


Our lesson naturally falls into two parts: (1) 
Psalms 105-107 deal with God in relation to His 
people, and end or begin or have incorporated in 
them the phrase, ‘‘Praise ye the Lord,” or some 
similar expression. The chorus of Psalm 107 is 
“Oh that men would praise the Lord.” (2) Psalms 
111-118, called the Hallel, are hymns of praise 
sung at the great festivals of the Jews—Passover, 
Pentecost, Tabernacles, and Dedication. These 
mee often open and close with, “‘Praise ye the 
sord.”’ 


I. Psalms 105-107: Historical and Experimental. 
The wonders of God in relation to His Chosen 
People, especially in redeeming them from Egypt. 


1. Psalm 105. We have His glorious covenant 
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; His dealings with 
Joseph, and with Moses and Aaron; the plagues of 
Egypt, and the release of His people. It, like the 
ones in the second section, ends with the phrase, 
“Praise ye the Lord.” 


History, rightly read and understood, is a con- 
stant reminder of “‘the wonders that He has done.” 
How should the devout soul respond to such 
“wonders”. Let us see from this Psalm: (1) By 
thanking Him, (2) By making these things known 


as 


6s 


n 
t 


= 
= | 
{ 


July 15, 1949 


* THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 17 


to others, (3) By singing about Him, (4) Rejoic- 
ing in Him, (5) Glorying in Him, (6) Seeking Him. 


What are some of these wonders? We might in- 
clude them under two heads: The wonders of His 
Covenant, and the wonders of His Grace. 


His Covenant was made with Abraham, then to 
Isaac, and confirmed to Jacob. It imeluded the 
promise of the land of Palestine, a numerous 
posterity, and a coming Savior. 


We see also a marvellous manifestation of the 
Grace of God. There is Selecting Grace, as He 
chooses them for His own; Protecting Grace, as He 
keeps them in safety; Redeeming Grace, as He 
frees them from the bondage of Egypt; Providing 
‘Grace, as He cares for them in the Wilderness; 
Bestowing Grace, as He gives them the land of 
Promise. 


Israel is indeed a Nation of Wonders. Napoleon, 
when asked about the Inspiration of the Bible is 
said to have replied that the Jew is the best proof 
of its inspiration. Such a Nation should “Praise 
the Lord.” 


What about our own nation? Can we not look 
back over our history and see many wonders in 
relation to America? The Wonder of its Discovery, 
of its Settlement, of its Independence, of its Pro- 
tection, Progress, and Prosperity. Should not we, 
too, “Praise the Lord?” 


Can we not, as individuals, look back on our past 
lives and see many reasons for praising Him? 


2. Psalm 106 is a contrast between, (1) The 
Judgments and Mercies of God and (2) The Sins 
and Forgetfulness of Israel. We will take the second 
of these first. 


(1) The Wicknedness and madness of men. Their 
sins were so heinous and inexcusable. Look at the 
list as we find it here: The General statement is 
found in verse six: We have sinned, we have com- 
mitted iniquity, we have done wickedly. Then 
follows a sad list of offences: understood not; sins 
of ignorance, yet inexcusable, for it Was ignorance 
in the light of revelation; remembered not; forget- 
fulness, What a common sin; provoked Him; lusted 
exceedingly in the Wilderness, envied Moses, made 
a calf, despised the pleasant land, believed not, they 
murmured, joined themselves unto Baal-Peor, were 
mingled with the heathen, served their idols, sacri- 
ficed their sons and daughters, shed innocent blood 
until the land was polluted with blood, defiled by 
their works and inventions. 


Have not our sins in America been very heinous 
and inexcusable? 


(2) The Judgments and Mercies of God. [First 
the Judgments, or Chastenings. He had to chasten 
and punish them over and over again: He sent 
leanness into their souls, the earth opened and 
swallowed up some of them (Vs. 17), a fire and 
flame kindled, (18), came very near destroying 
them, but Moses interceded, plague broke in upon 
them, wrath was kindled—abhorred His inheritance, 
and at last gave them over to the heathen. 


God has had to chasten and punish us as a 
nation. Will He have to go still further before we 
turn to Him? Or will we ever repent? 


In His Judgments God always remembered 
Mercy. He saved them at the Red Sea, many times 


He delivered them, He regarded their affliction and 
heard their cry, He remembered His Covenant and 
repented according to the multitude of His mercies; 
He even made them to be pitied by their captors. 


We have the concluding prayer which is one of 
pore and Praise, ending with the “Praise ye the 

ord.” 

2. Psalms 107: God’s Goodness and Wonderful 
Works, (Not merely to Israel, but generally: “‘Oh 
that men would praise the Lord for His goodness 
and His wonderful works to the children of men).”’ 


Notice this beautiful chorus repeated in verses 
8, 15, 21, 31. 


(1) His goodness to the Wandering, Hungry 
Thirsty. Compare this with Jesus’ compassion on 
the multitudes, feeding the 5,000 and 4,000. He led 
these by the right way; He satisfies the hungry soul, 
as well as the hungry body. 


(2) His goodness to the Captives of earth—the 
slaves—those who sit in darkness being bound in 
affliction and iron. He hath broken the gates of 
brass, and cut the bars of iron in sunder. Jesus, in 
His sermon at Nazareth speaks of this very thing. 
The indirect influence of Christianity has done 
much to abolish bodily slavery. The world is far 
from freedom, however, for the slavery of Satan 
and sin abounds. If the Son shall make us free, we 
shall be free indeed! 


(3) His goodness in time of sickness and death. 
Hezekiah is a good illustration of this. “I am the 
Lord that healeth thee.” 


(4) Those at their “wit’s end.” Christ, walking 
on the water, going to the aid of His disciples, 
illustrates this very strikingly. 


He satisfies; He Frees; He heals; He calms the 
storm; He reigns and rules; how thankful we should 
pec: 


Il. Psalm 111-118: The Hallel; or Psalms sung at 
the Feasts. These will be treated very briefly. 


Psalm 111: The Works of the Lord. A man is 
known by his works; so is God. In this psalm we 
have some of the honorable and glorious works 
which reveal His character. They tell the story of 
His Power, Glory, Righteousness, Compassion. Just 
as Jesus’ wonderful works revealed His character 
and Godhead, so do all the marvellous works of God 
everywhere. 


lm 112: The happiness, or blessedness, of the 
‘rho fears the Lord. This naturally follows 
11. Such a man is happy in his Home, (vss. 
1-6); his Heart, (vss. 7-8); in his Community, 
(vss. 9-10): he is kind and generous, righteous, 
exalted. What a blessing to a community is such a 
man! 


Psalm 113: The Name of the Lord. His Name, 
as well as His works, reveals His character. It is 
a universal Name; from the rising of the sun to its 
going down. It is High, Glorious, Gracious. 


Psalm 114: All Nature trembles at the presence 
of God; all Nations, too. 


Psalm 115: The Folly of Idolatry. (See Isaiah 
37:10). 

Psalm 116: What shall I render? Psalms 117: 
His merciful kindness and truth. Psalms 118: Oh 
give thanks, for “‘His mercy endureth forever. 
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Young People’s Department 


By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Vesper Topics For August 


Aug. 7: Am I Grown Up? 
Call to Worship: Ecclesiastes 12:1-2; II Peter 3:18. 
Opening Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up To Thee.” 
Prayer of Invocation. 
Scripture Lesson: Luke 2:41-52. 
Hymn: ‘‘More Like The Master.” 


Leader’s Introduction 


We hear a lot today about what’s wrong with 
the world. The answer is easy in one sense. The 
thing that is wrong with the world is simply the 
sum total of the things that are wrong with us as 
individuals. We can seek to analyze this situation 
and it becomes very complex, but I have a feeling 
that after all is said and done it boils down to a 
very simple situation. We can go out on the play- 
ground at any grammar school and see what is 
wrong with the world. When I was a boy in gram- 
mar school we used to have about fifteen minutes 
to play baseball. As soon as the bell rang we 
grabbed the bats, balls and gloves and ran for the 
diamond. The first thing on the docket was to 
choose up. One fellow would toss the bat to the 
other and he would catch it. They would hand over 
hand it to the top and there would be just a small 
nub of the handle exposed at the top. The man who 
got the last hand on would grasp that nub with his 
fingers and try to throw the bat high enough in 
the air to catch it under the trade mark. Naturally 
it was always close and after he had tossed the bat 
up and caught it the whole group would argue 
until recess was over whether he had it below the 
trade mark or not and nobody got to play ball. It 
is just this childish attitude writ large into all hu- 
man relationships that keeps us from having the 
kind of a world we ought to have. People have 
just failed to grow up. But you may point to many 
ways about us in which people have grown up, so 
maybe we better put it this way. No one has really 
grown up until they have become mature in the 
four ways in which Jesus grew, the four ways we 
have seen in our Scripture. Lesson. Let us enum- 
erate them. 


Talk Number One 


Growing In Mind 


Jesus increased in wisdom. He used everything 
at hand to increase in mental capacity and ability. 
You and I in this atomic age are surrounded with 
possibilities of mental development beyond the 
reach of the dreams of the last generation, and the 
dangers present in our world remind us that we 
must develop our mind to the place where they can 
out-think for good all those who are bent on evil. 


Talk Number 2 . 
Growing In Body 


Jesus increased in stature. Jesus used all means 
at His command to develop a healthy, strong body. 
In our day the pressure of life and the increasing 
resort to stimulants of various kinds remind us 
that no matter how well we develop our minds we 
must have strong, healthy bodies if we are to be 
used usefully in this world of our ours and not 
crack up. 


Talk Number 3 
Growing In The Favor Of God 


Jesus increased in favor with God. This is God's 
world and no man has a right to live in it nor 
knows how to live in it correctly until he knows 
God. He must not merely know about God, but he 
must know God personally. God dictates the terms 
by which we can know Him. He tells us that we 
can know Him only as we receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ by faith and day by day follow the ways 
and means of cultivating spiritual life that He has 
laid down in His Word. Until we use faithfully and 
effectively the Word of God and means of Grace 
we can not know God. No one is really and truly 
grown up in the truest sense of the word until he 
knows God and acts like it. 


| Talk Number 4 
Growing In Favor With Men 


Jesus increased in favor with man. No one has 
really learned to get along with God until he knows 
how to get along with men. And no one can really 
get along with men until he has learned to get 
along with God. Growing in the knowledge of God 
should develop in us that love, graciousness, con- 
sideration and concern, that are not only marks of 
growing up, but are also marks of Godliness. We 
must know how to get along with one another, men 
of all colors, cultures, and creeds. 


Leader’s Summary 


To truly grow up is to grow as Jesus did— 
in body, mind, spirit and in ability to get along 
with others. Let us look at some of the practical 
marks of growing up and see how we are doing. 


(Here conclude some of the personality tests 
from Presbyterian Youth or other sources of like 
nature. Or let some competent adult lead a discus- 
sion on factors of immaturity that cause trouble in 
our world, then point out how the same things are 
at work among us as young people.) 


Closing Hymn: “Higher Ground.”’ 
The Benediction. 


Aug. 14: Tricks My Mind Plays 


Call to Worship: Psalm 139:23-24. 

Hymn: “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.”’ 
Scripture Lesson: Romans 2:1-16. 

Evening Prayer. 


Hymn: “Saviour, Like A Shepherd Lead Us.” 
Leader’s Introduction 


The other day I dropped into a barber shop in a 
strange town and the barber began to give me a 
lecture of what I could tell was his favorite sub- 
ject. The story ran that though he was married 
yet he was having relations with other women. 
Then he explained it this way: “It is natural to 
love women, therefore it is not wrong, for nothing 
natural is wrong.” 

I was talking some time ago with a landlord who 
owned some rental property in the Negro section 
of town. He had no plumbing facilities, the tenants 
had to go out into the yard and draw water from a 
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common faucet, there was no adequate means of 
heating the place, and the whole surroundings were 
very dirty. I asked him about improvements and he 
answered along this line: Negroes are not used to 
anything better and would not keep it clean long 
if it were fixed better, therefore it did not matter 
whether they had much or not. 


In both of these cases people who really knew 
_better were letting their minds fool them into feel- 
ing that they were doing as well as God or man 
could expect of them. Our minds will fool us every 
day, too, maybe not in the same clear-cut way, but 
fool us none the less if we do not watch them. But 
many people do not worry, saying that if their con- 
science does not hurt them, if they’ are sincere in 
following their conscience, then everything will be 
all right. Maybe we better take off a little while 
and study what the Word of God has to say about 
that thing called conscience. Let’s hear what the 
Word says. 
Talk Number 1 | 


The Ministry Of Conscience’ 
Rom. 2:14-15; Isa. 30:21 


(Read Scriptural references). No one can see, 
analyze in a test tube, or weigh conscience, but 
every man who has lived on the face of the earth 
has one. It is that still small voice about six inches 
below your collarbone that keeps saying in your 
ear: “You ought to do this” and “You ought not 
to do that.” God intends that this conscience tell 
you rightly what you ought to, do and to accuse 
you when you do wrongly or Aon’t do what God 
says. But unless we keep our conscience rightly in 
time it will not accuse us of evil but exeuse us in 
evil; therefore we must learn how to keep our con- 
sciences rightly. 


Talk Number 2 3 
A Corrupted Conscience 


Titus 1:15; Hebrews 10:22 

(Read Scriptural references). In time our con- 
science comes to the place where it tells us what 
we want to hear because it speaks what we are. If 
we are evil and our desires are evil, then our con- 
science will bear witness to us that evil is good and 
will excuse us in it. The Japanese define conscience 
as a whirling triangle in the heart. At first the 
corners of the triangle hurt, but as they wear 
smooth they no longer hurt but move by smoothly. 
All of us will have an evil and unreliable conscience 
until we are washed and made clean in the blood of 
Christ. Only in Him can we be cleansed, receive a 
new heart and by the Holy Spirit have our “hearts 
sprinkled from an evii conscience” in His blood. 
Outside of Christ no man’s conscience is a reliable 
guide for life. Because out of Christ we are defiled, 
corrupt, so our consciences become corrupt. 


Talk Number 3 
A Convicting Conscience 

Read John 8:9 
When Christ put His finger upon the place on 
sin in the lives of those who had condemned the 
woman taken in adultery we read that their con- 
sciences convicted them. That is the main ministry 
of conscience. When a sinner who has never been 
saved stands in the presence of Christ and the law 
of God he is convicted by his conscience and knows 
ne needs a Saviour. When the believer sins his 
conscience convicts him and he knows he has dis- 

pleased his Lord and Saviour. 
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Talk Number 4 
A Purified Conscience 
Read Hebrews 9:14 
All through the days when we are unsaved our 
consciences tell us what we ought to do and convict 


_ us for not doing it, they tell us what we ought not 


to do and convict us for doing it. Before conscience 
all our efforts are dead works, they have no life 
and no power to please God or conscience. But 
when we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and are 
cleansed by His blood we have a purified conscience 
and because .of Christ’s blood our purified con- 
science does not condemn us. 


Talk Number 5 

A Pacified Conscience 

Read Hebrews 10:2 
Once we have been cleansed by the blood of 
Christ we no more are goaded by our conscience 
concerning sin. Our sins have been forgiven and 
removed from us as far as the east is from the 
west; therefore we have no more consciousness of 

the guilt of sins. Read Romans 5:1. 


Talk Number 6 
A Conscience Void of Offense 
Read Acts 24:16 
When Paul explained to Felix why he was in 
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trouble he said that he was continually exercising 
himself to have a conscience void of offense 
toward God and man. When you and I have been 
cleansed in the blood of Christ we have a purified, 
pacified conscience, but we must daily exercise our- 
selves carefully and earnestly, by the Word of God 
with confession and obedience, to keep our con- 
sciences void of offense toward God and man, If we 
will use the Word, prayer and obedience to keep 
our consciences then our consciences will keep us 
on the right track. 


Talk Number 7 


A Good Conscience 
Read Peter 3:21 

Our conscience is a good thing that God has 
given us and if we keep it good it will serve us well 
and enable us to give a good answer to God. Let 
us then let our conscience be used by the Spirit of 
God to lead us aright in order that we may not be 
deceived by our tricky minds and sinful desires. 
Our consciences before we are saved are corrupt as 
guides to life but in the presence of Christ will 
convict us of our sin and need of a Saviour. When 
we believe on Him our consciences are purified 
and pacified. Then let us exercise ourselves to keep 
them good that they may keep us good. 

(Here work in discussions of the many ways our 
minds can fool us on modern customs of behavior 
aud such. Or perhaps you might want discussion of 
why the conscience alone, apart from Christ’s 
working, is not a safe guide in matters of religion 
and morals.) 

Closing Hymn: “O Jesus, 1 Have Promised.” 
The Benediction. 


Church News 
Assembly’s Training School 


Commencement 


_At its thirty-fifth commencement exercises the 
Assembly’s Training School conferred degrees up- 
on 42 students representing nine states and France. 
On May 23 after an address by Rev. James A. 
Jones, D.D., pastor of the Myers Park Presbyterian 
Church, and a trustee of the Training School, 
seventeen students received the degree, master of 
religious education, twelve, the master of arts, and 
thirteen, the bachelor of religious education. 


Those who received the M. R. E. degree and their 
places of service are as follows: Katherine Alex- 
ander, Statesville, N. C., will go to the Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, Rock Hill, S. C.; 
Catherine Jean Boand, San Antonio, Texas, to the 
Second Church, Houston, Texas: Bettie Currie, 
Austin, Texas, has accepted work as Assistant Di- 
rector of the Young People’s Division in the Exe- 
cutive Committee of Religious Education, Rich- 
mond, Va.; Eleanor C. Fleming, Laurens, S. C., will 
assist in the field work in the Synod of North Car- 
olina; Anne Kelley, Liberty, S. C., will go to the 
Aveleigh Church, Newberry, S. C.:; Stratton Lee, 
Danville, Ky., expects to serve as DRE in the First 
Church, Columbus, Ga.; Ruth Lyerly, Belmont, 
N. C., will serve as children’s worker at the High- 
land Presbyterian Church, Fayetteville, N. C.; Jean 
Patton, Watertown, Tenn., goes to Olivia, N. C.; 
Eleanor C. Porter, Huntington, W. Va., will be at 
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the First Church, Kinston, N. C.; Marjory Potter, 
Orlando, Fla.,- has taken work at the Peachtree 
Road Church, Atlanta, Ga.; Elizabeth Ramsay, La- 
redo, Tex., will be at the First Church, Durant, 
Okla.; Isabel Rogers, Tallahassee, Fla., is to duo 
D.R.E. and Student Work at the First Church, Mil- 
ledgeville, Ga.; Katherine Stokes, Kenbridge, Va.., 
goes to the First Church of Hampton, Va.; Eubank 
Taylor, of Anderson, S. C., goes to the First Church, 
Spartanburg, S. C.; Lura Nell Wirthlin, San An- 
tonio, Tex., will be at Harrisonburg, Va.; and Ruth 
King Wood, of Wyndale, Va., goes to the Presby- 
terian Church of North Wilkesboro, N. C. 


Graduates who received the degree, Master of 
Arts, and their places of service are as follows: 
Jane G. Anderson, Farmville, Va., will be at the 
First Church, Rocky Mount, N. C.; Margaret 
Bartus, Hammond, La., will serve in the Second 
Church, Staunton, Va.; Mrs. Donald Bobb of 
Greensboro, N. C., will assist her husband in evan- 
gelistic work in Missouri and Arkansas for the 
summer; Jane Coffin, Itasca, Tex., expects to teach 
Bible in the public school; Coline Gunn, Gaines- 
ville, Fla., goes to Bellaire Church, Bellaire, Tex.; 
Mrs. Richard Hardie, of Shreveport, La., will be 
with her husband in Little Rock, Ark., where he is 
pastor of the Westover Hills Church.; Jocelyn Hill, 
Charlotte, N. C., goes to Pensacola, Fla.; Helen 
Maney, Nashville, Tenn., expects to be married in 
June; Yolande J. Muris, from France, will be in 
Montreat for the summer, preparing to go to Africa 
as a missionary; Betsy Rice, of Richmond, Va.. 
expects to go to the First Church, Staunton, Va.; 
Julia Taylor, Clinton, S. C., will serve at the First 
Church, Roanoke, Va.; Mrs. R. D. Thomas and her 
husband will be near Kansas City, Mo., where he is 
serving several churches. 


Graduates who received the bachelor’s degree are 
as follows: Imogene Bennett, Paducah, Ky., who has 
begun her work at the Third Church in Richmond, 
Va.; Mary Frances Bridgeman, Laurinburg, N. C., 
goes to Woodlawn Church, Hopewell, Va.; Betty 
Jean Cannon, Spartanburg, S. C., will be at the 
First Church, Wilson, N. C.; Doreen Eachus, Kings- 


port, Tenn., will be at the First Church of Beckley, 


W. Va.; Leone Falls, Orlando, Fla., goes to the 
Central Church, Anderson, S. C.; Daphne Gibson 
of Bristol, Tenn., has work at the First Church of 
Red Springs, N. C.; Marian Hartness, Sharon, S. C.., 
is to be church secretary in the First Church. 
Tallahassee, Fla.; Jean F. Kelly, Cameron, N. C., 
will assist at the Gamble Hill Community Center, 
Richmond, Va.; Shirley McGee, of Richmond, Va.. 
has announced her engagement, the wedding to be 
in the late summer; Anne Perry, Charleston, VW. 
Va., also expects to be married in the summer: 
Rosemary Reily, Tyler, Tex., will go to the Firs’ 
Church, Owensboro, Ky.; Ida Schultz, of Taylor. 
Tex., has accepted work in San Angelo, Tex., at the 
First Church; and Wynelle Wilson, of Houston. 
Tex., will assist in young people’s work in Brazos 
Presbytery. 
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Newton Presbyterian Church 
Meridian Presbytery 


Beginning May 15th and continuing through the 
29th, a series of Evangelistic Services were held in 
the Newton Presbyterian Church. The guest Minis- 
ter doing the preaching was the Rev. John D. 
Henderson, of Spartanburg, South Carolina. 


Everyone was convinced before the meeting 
closed that the New Testament Method of Preach- 
ing Evangelism is still God’s Principal way of 
reaching people in Sin, and bringing conviction of 
Sin, and one’s feeling the need of a Saviour, the 
Christ. A Number accepted Christ as their Saviour 
from Sin unto Salvation, whether previously having 
been members of the Church or not. A real Revival 
and heart warming for God came to the Church. 


A great return to God in America is not going 
to come until we are willing to put preaching to 
the masses and churcn members on the plain basis 
of people lost in sin and headed for hell unless 
they repent of their sins and turn to God in Christ 
Jesus as Saviour. This meeting has convinced us 
that the open Evangelistic approach such as the 
Moody, Billy Sunday, Mel Trotter type of Preach- 
ing Evangelism is the thing needed above every- 
thing else for our Churches today as well as for 
the masses at large. 


At the close of the meeting, the Church pur- 
chased an amplifying set for the broadcasting of 
chimes from recordings as well as any type of 
Sacred music or service that might be broadcast 
from the church. This is proving very helpful to 
the church as it did during the meeting. 


During the past church year, the chureh reached 
the goal of furnishing the new Sunday School 
Annex with such furnishings as are appropriate and 
permanent for all class rooms. An historical room 
carrying photographs of outstanding laity and 
ministers in the course of the life of the church 
was completéd and furnished. 


Fifteen additions on Confession, by letter, and 
re-statement recently came into the ehurch. The 
Pastor, the Rev. J. David Simpson, coupled with 
others. of his officers are now working towards 
the goal of doubling the Sunday School attendance 
and adding new members by confession, by letter, 
or by re-Statement from Sunday to Sunday. 


Durant Presbytery 


The pastoral relationship between the Reverend 
Hervey L. Lazenby, Jr. and the Presbyterian 
Church of Antlers, Okla., was dissolved at an ad- 
journed meeting of Durant Presbytery in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Hugo, Okla., on May 2, 
1949, Mr. Lazenby having accepted a call to the 
Presbyterian Church of Madill, Okla., also in Dur- 
ant Presbytery. 


Mr. Lazenby was installed as pastor in the Pres- 
byterian Church of Madill, Okla., on May 15, 1949, 
at 8:00 P.M. by a commission of Durant Presbytery 
composed of the following: The Reverend Frank 
M. Taylor, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Durant, Okla., who presided and propounded the 
constitutional questions; the Reverend F. H. Daniel, 
pastor of the Eastside Presbyterian Church of Dur- 
ant, Okla., who preached the sermon; the Reverend 
Frank Camp, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Hugo, Okla., who delivered the charge to 


the congregation; and Mr. Gene Fry, elder in the 
Eastside Presbyterian Church, who delivered the 
charge to the pastor. 


The members of the congregation of the church 
and the members of the commission to install were 
entertained with a picnic supper on the lawn of the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. F. D. Lewis just, before the 
service of installation. 


F. H. Daniel, Clerk of Commission. 


Presbyterian Radio Hour 


July 24: Primary Release 
July 31: Delayed Release 
Speaker: Dr. W. J. Millard, Pastor, Evergreen 
Presbyterian Church, Memphis, Tenn. 
Topic: “Christ Alone The Head Of The Church.” 


St. John’s Presbytery 


The Presbytery of St. John’s in called session at 
Mount Dora, Fla., June 9, 1949, dissolved the pas- 
toral relation between Rev. John Keels and the 
Wauchula Church and dismissed Rev. John Keels 
and Rev. Carl May to East Alabama Presbytery 
and Rev. Robert Hess to Florida Presbytery. Rev. 
William Belk was received from Mobile Presbytery 
to become Regional D.R.E. for the Synod of 
Florida. The call from the Maitland Church for 
the pastoral services of Rev. A. A. Froeblich was 
approved and a Commission appointed for his in- 


stallation. 
A. R. Larrick, Stated Clerk, 
St. John’s Presbytery. 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


Contributions (Including Program of Progress) 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., to the General 
Assembly’s Training School For Lay Workers, Inc., 
Richmond, Va. 


Month Of May 


1949 1948 
$ 3,497.67 $ 2,453.08 
Total To Date 
1949 1948 
$14,712.08 $ 7,290.82 
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DOCTRINE IN VERSE 
By Edward F. Hills, Th.D. 


III. The Atonement 


Copyright 1949 By 
Edward F. Hills, Th.D. 


1. 
O blessed death of Christ made mine 
O precious blood that Jesus spilt, 
O bloody nails that pierced that Form divine 
Upon whose head was laid my guilt, 
O Jesus Christ, Thy cursed death 
From God’s just wrath has set me free, 
Thy blessed death by faith made mine 
When first I looked in faith to Thee. 


‘ 


Before the world Thou didst agree 

As man to take the sinner’s place, 

By God ordained from all eternity 

To be the Savior of our race. 

Upon Thy stainless head was poured 

Thy people’s dark defiling sin, 

And wrath o’erwhelmed Thee at the cross 
Salvation for the world to win. 


The matchless Son of God divine 

A cursed, guilty sinner died. 

The spotless Lamb who bore your sins and mine 
From these by death was justified. 

’Gainst Him, by penal death expunged, 

God’s fearful sentence no more stands. 

A guiltless soul did Christ commit 

Unto His Father’s outstretched hands. 


His death brought Jesus righteousness. 
That death hath done the same for me. 

I am defiled, my sins with tears confess. 
Christ’s death from guilt hath set me free.. 
His precious death hath ransomed me, 
God’s righteous law can harm me not. 
The death of Christ made mine by faith 
Doth cover every sin and spot. 


5. 
Christ’s death did bring Him rich reward. 
The promised gift the Father gave. 
Forth from the tomb came our triumphant Lord, 
The victor over death and grave. 
The God-man sits on heaven’s throne, 
As glorious King is reigning now. 
Each tongue His lordship shall confess, 
And every knee before Him bow. 


6. 
His death brought Jesus rich reward. 
That death hath done the same for me. 
That glorious crown bestowed upon my Lord 
I’ll share with Him eternally. 
And, like a glowing happy star, 
With Christ my Sun I'll éver shine. 
With Jesus Christ I am joint-heir, 
Because His death by faith is mine. 


Land 


i. 
O blessed death of Christ made mine, 
My heart rejoices in this thought. 
O precious faith, the gift of God divine, 
Assurance by God’s Spirit wrought. 
O Holy Ghost, complete in me 
The saving work Thou hast begun. 
Through death to sin and life to God 
Conform me to His own dear Son. 


July 31: Primary Release 
August 7: Delayed Release 


Speaker: Dr. James I. McCord, Austin Theological 
Seminary, Austin, Tex. 
Topic: “The Genius Of The Protestant Church.” 


BOOK REVIEWS 


AN INTRODUCTION TO 
REFORMED DOGMATICS 


By Auguste Lecerf. Published by Lutterworth 
Press. Pages 408. 25s. Translated from the French 
by the Reverend Stephen Leigh-Hunt, of London. 


Auguste Lecerf was reared in a home destitute 
of Christian faith, but the New Testament and 
Calvin’s Institutes led him to the Reformed faith 
and to become its most distinguished classical re- 
presentative and teacher in the University of Paris. 
This valuable work has been rendered in excellent 
English and its French references interpreted by 
the venerable editor of Peace and Truth. 


“Faith is the internal principle of dogmatics as 
Scripture is its external principle.’”’ According to 
the former we reject the “innatism”’ or idealism 
which proposes itself as the source of Christian 
knowledge, and as well empiricism which desires 
to be both the source of knowledge and the creator 
of the understanding. 


Lecerf holds that natural light leads to the 
certainty that God exists, but by the aid of this 


-light alone, one cannot attain in the slightest degree 


knowledge of the true God. In view of the total 
corruption of man, he commends Kuyper, Bavinck 
and Boehl for passing by the natural theology of 
the 17th century and returning to the doctrine of 
Calvin and Peter Martyr. 


The object of faith is not the Church but God 
and His promises, and a reconciliation between 
dogma and the findings of science are to be sought 
“in a more supple, organic and vital conception of 
plenary inspiration itself.”” In developing this 
thought Lecerf distinguishes ‘“‘the matter, the 
divinely communicated instruction from its written 
form,” or between normative and the historical 
authority. “‘We say that this matter is totally 


‘divine.”’ 
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The noted Calvinist shows that dogmatics ought 
to be theistic, Christian, Protestant, and Reformed. 
Some Arminians begin by professing, as explicitly 
as Calvin, the infinite and immutable omnipotence 
of God, but they deny immediately what they have 
just affirmed by laying down a philosophical con- 
cept of created liberty according to which the 
exercise of this liberty produces a change in God 
limiting His omnipotence. The Calvinistie analogy 
of faith is that in no sense does God depend upon 
His creatures. 


The unity of the Church receives an impressive 


treatment which steers” between the government 
system of Rome and individualistic anarchism of 


modernism. A Church that does not control her . 


ministers by a confession of faith gives over the 
Church to complete doctrinal anarchy and ‘‘aban- 
dons the faithful to the tyranny of the pastoral! will, 
more arbitrary and intolerant than that of the 
pope.”’ Calvinism lays down a principle that renders 
the unity of the Church possible: provided that the 
Church on the one hand and individual Christians 
on the other, confess from the heart both the 
distress of the Church and the misery of the Chris- 
tian man. “The power of the keys in the Reformed 
Church implies pedagogic tact and Christian love 
rather than juridical virtuosity,” and the “practice 
of the communion of saints by the individual im- 
plies, on Reformed principles, humility and filial 
love, rather than the servile sentiment in juridical 
obligation.”” “For Calvinism, th 

problem of reconciling the rights of the Church 
with the duties of the individual lies in the humility 
shown by both.” —Wnm. C. Robinson. 


“CALVINISM” 


By H. Henry Meeter. Published by Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $3.50. 


The Professor of Bible and Calvinism in Calvin 
College presents in this volume what he calls an 
interpretation of the basic ideas of Calvinism. 
This work is designed to serve as an introductory 
guide to the whole system of Calvinism. It is 
written in semi-popular style. 


Professor L. Berkhof wrote the preface to this 
second edition. Here he expressed his evaluation of 
this work in this sentence: “We know of no other 
work in the English language, which offers us such 
a concise, and yet comp!ete and thoroughly reliable 
resume of the,teachings of Calvinism.” 


Such a book as this.goes beyond what is known 
as “fundamentalist theology.”’ Dr. Meeter shows 
that Calvinism is a world and life view. It is an 
‘“‘all-comprehensive system.’”” Here we ean observe 
the glory of Calvinism and how it meets our needs 
today. 


As an indication of how Calvinism embraces in 
a unitary world and life view every agpect of man’s 
cultural life, we need but glance at fr twenty-two 
chapter headings. They are: “Thé Fundamental 
Principle of Calvinism,”’ “The Place of the Bible 
in the Calvinistic System,” “The Place of Faith in 
the Calvinistic System,” “Calvinism, A Balanced 
System,” “The Main Points in the Theology of 
Calvinism,” “‘Calvinistic View of Cammion Grace,” 
“Calvinism and Culture,” “Calvinism, Politics, and 
the Bible,” “The Origin and Funetion of the 
State,” “The Best Form of State,” “The Form of 
Government,” “The Task of .the Government,” 
“The Authority of the Government,” “Civil 
Liberty,” “The Sovereignty of the Social Sphere,”’ 


e solution of the. 


FREE to any evangelica) Christian Minister, Sunday School 
or Missionary Supermtendent, one copy of “TAKE NO 
THOUGHT” for each family in his congregation providing 
he will agree to give a talk on TITHING before distribu- 
tion. Write stating number of leaflets desired te TITHER, 
417-SP_ South Hill Street, Los Angeles 13, California. 


“The Relation of Church and State,’ “Internation- 
alism,”’ “Internationalism, the League of Nations, 
and Calvinism,” “International Law, War, and 
History,” ‘“‘The Bible and War,” “The Christian 
Citizen and War.” 


Although a few subjects, such as the discussion 
on the League of Nations, are not up to date, and 
should be revised, this is a book that is needed in 
our day. It should be read and reread. It should be 
used in young people’s groups. It would make a 
splendid gift to college students who need to be 
informed that Calvinism is not a hard, rigid, and 
repulsive creed as its enemies would lead them to 


believe. 
— John R. Richardson. 


“THE AIRWAVES PROCLAIM 
CHRIST” 


By Walter A, Maier, Ph.D. Published by Con- 
cordia Publishing Company, 3558 S. Jefferson 
Avenue, St. Louis 18, Mo. Price $3.00. 

Every Christian should thank God for the power- 
ful and dynamic radio voice of Walter A. Maier. 
He represents before America evangelical Chris- 
tianity in a convincing manner. Through his radio 
ministry thousands are brought to Christ each 
year. 

The messages in this book are those broadcast 
over the first. half of the Fourteenth Lutheran 
Hour from October, 1946, to January, 1947. In 
preaching these sermons Dr, Maier sought to use 
them as a supplement to the regular Church serv- 
ice, but never as a substitute. He contends earnest- 
ly for the Christian faith and makes a vigorous 
plea for pure living. He never fails to exalt Christ 
the Son of God and boldly proclaims Him as Lord 
of All. —John R. Richardson. 


O Risen Lord 


Lord, take the guest-room in my heart, 
Make it Thy home, pray! Ne’er depart. 
Cast out each idle, secret sin 

And whisper, “Peace! My peace within!” 


O risen Lord, I trust in Thee: 

Thou only givest victory 

O’er self, and lust, and greed, and pride; 
And grantest calm that doth abide. 


O risen Lord, I would be true. 

My loyalty I pledge anew, 

For Thou didst give Thy life for me, 
And I would give my heart to Thee. 


O risen Lord! Behold! Thy Cross, 

Whose radiant light consumes our dross, 
Triumphant, marches on before, 

And conquers Death forever more. 


—Henry M. Woods, Jr. 


a 


